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ABTTF President paid a working

visit o Brussels

President of the Federation of Western Thrace
Turks in Europe (ABTTF) Halit Habip Oglu paid a
working visit to Brussels, the capital of the Europe-
an Union (EU) on Tuesday, 10 December 2024.

Within the scope of the working visit, Habip Oglu,
accompanied by Deniz Servantie from ABTTF
Brussels Office, held meetings with various Mem-
bers of the European Parliament (MEP). In this
regard, he met with member of the Hungarian mi-
nority in Romania and President of the Federal
Union of European Nationalities (FUEN) Lorant
Vincze (EPP, Romania), Rasmus Andresen from
the Danish minority in Germany (Greens/EFA,
Germany) and ilhan Kyuchyuk from the Turkish
community in Bulgaria (Renew Europe, Bulgaria)
as well as European Language Equality Network
(ELEN) Secretary General Davyth Hicks.

Current developments regarding the Turkish

community in Western Thrace were conve-

yed and cooperation subjects were discus-
sed

During the meetings with the MEPs dealing with
minority rights and issues under the EP, the basic
and current issues of the Turkish community in
Western Thrace and the latest developments in
Greece and Western Thrace were conveyed.

Habip Oglu pointed out that the systematic discri-
mination, stigmatisation and marginalisation aga-
inst the Turkish community in Western Thrace in
Greece continues and reached its peak before,
during and after the European Parliament (EP)
elections in June 2024 and noted that lawsuits
were filed in the Council of State and the Court
of Cassation with the demand for the dissolution
of the Friendship Equality Peace (FEP) Party,
which again became the first party by receiving
the highest number of votes in the prefectures of
Rodopi and Xanthi in the EP elections after 2024
and 2019.

Habip Oglu further indicated that the interventions
by the Greek government against the educational
and religious autonomy of the Turkish community
in Western Thrace guaranteed by the treaties
continued in 2024, indeed, 4 more Turkish pri-
mary schools were closed in the 2024-2025 scho-
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ol year, the number of Turkish primary scho-
ols with autonomous status decreased from
188 in 2011 to 86, and the muftis elected by
the Western Thrace Turks are not recognised
by the Greek government.

Habip Oglu pointed out that the systema-
tic violation of the rule of law in our country
Greece in 2024 continues to increase and
emphasised that the most striking example
of this situation is that the judgments of the
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
regarding the Western Thrace Turkish as-
sociations have not been executed for more
than 16 years despite the decisions and all
warnings of the Committee of Ministers of the

Council of Europe.

During the meetings with the MEPs, views
were also exchanged on the re-establish-

ment of the Intergroup for Traditional Minori-
ties, National Communities and Languages in
the new legislative term of the EP and future
cooperation issues.

During the meeting with ELEN Secretary-Ge-
neral Davyth Hicks, Habip Oglu stated that
the applications of the Turkish community
in Western Thrace for the opening of bilin-
gual Turkish and Greek minority kindergar-
tens in the region have been ignored and
left unanswered by the Greek authorities for
years and that the children belonging to the
Turkish community in Western Thrace are
deprived of their right to learn their mother
tongue Turkish.

ABTTF President paid a working visit to Brussels

Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Euro-
pe (ABTTF) President Halit Habip Oglu paid
a working visit to Brussels, the capital of the
European Union (EU) on 18 February 2025.

Habip Oglu, accompanied by Deniz Servan-
tie from ABTTF Brussels Office, met with
MEPs from the European Parliament (EP) lu-
liu Winkler (EPP, Romania) from the Hunga-
rian minority in Romania and ilhan Kyuchyuk
(Renew Europe, Bulgaria) from the Bulgarian
Turks.

The current issues of the Turkish
community in Western Thrace and the
rights violations it is subjected to were

conveyed

Habip Oglu conveyed the current issues of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace
and the recent important events in Western
Thrace and Greece during his meetings with
the MEPs dealing with minority and human
rights issues.

Habip Oglu indicated that the European
Commission, EP and leading international
non-governmental organisations drew atten-
tion to the systematic violation of the rule of
law in Greece and noted that Greece has
persistently failed to execute the judgments

of the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR) concerning the Bekir-Ousta and Ot-
hers group of cases involving Western Thra-
ce Turkish associations for 17 years despite

all the warnings and calls of the Committee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe.

Habip Oglu further noted that the Turkish
community in Western Thrace is subjected
to hate speech, stigmatisation and margina-
lisation in politics and mainstream media in
Greece and noted that MPs and prominent
representatives of the Turkish community in
the Greek parliament are targeted.

Habip Oglu informed the MEPs about the is-
sues faced by the children belonging to the
Turkish community in Western Thrace in ac-
cessing quality education and in this context,
touched upon the building issue at the Xanthi
Turkish Minority Secondary and High Scho-
ol which has been going on for years and
the demand of the Turkish community for a
new building; moreover, Habip Oglu explai-
ned that although the Turkish community has
been granted educational autonomy, Turkish
primary schools in Western Thrace with auto-
nomous status continue to be closed by the
state under the pretext of lack of pupils and
that as a result of this, the number of Turkish
primary schools, which was 188 in 2011, has
decreased to 86 today.

During the meetings, there were also oppor-
tunities to exchange views on the joint work
that can be done at the EP and future coope-
ration in this regard.
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When will our state be honest and fair?

Dear readers,

On 28 February 2023, on the second an-
niversary of the Tempi train crash in which
57 people were killed and many injured,
protest marches were held across the
country and many trade unions went on a
24-hour strike.

Among the protests organised in more than
300 cities in our country and abroad, 430
thousand people attended a demonstration
held in Athens, the capital of our country.
In our region, protests were also organised
in Xanthi, Komotini and Alexandroupoli and
the people of our region were on the stre-
ets demanding justice.

Why was everyone on the streets? Becau-
se 57 innocent people lost their lives in this
tragic train acci-dent, which unfortunately
was not an accident, but murder caused by
tremendous negligence.

Since the day of the accident, instead of
mobilising to uncover the truth, the govern-
ment has turned its back on the truth, cho-
osing to return to its own agenda as if to
cover up the disaster.

This is always the behaviour of the rulers
of our country! However, 2 years have
passed since the acci-dent and the people
have not forgotten it, everyone took to the
streets across the country so that it would
not be forgotten!

As the Turkish community in Western Th-
race, we have been experiencing, knowing
and seeing this reckless attitude and cove-
ring up the facts by the rulers of our country
for years.

Whenever there is a problem, instead of
addressing the problem, the rulers of the
country endeavour to paint a false picture
that everything is perfect. That beats all!

When will the state take the necessary
steps for the security of the citizens living
in this country? When will the state treat

its citizens equally and protect their rights?
When will the state embrace the differ-ent
cultures of this country and recognise the
minorities living in our country as a source
of wealth for this country?

In Xanthi, as Western Thrace Turks, we
constitute almost half of the population, but
in our region, while there are 49 public kin-
dergartens, 39 public primary schools, 20
public secondary schools and 9 public high
schools in Xanthi, we have only 1 secon-
dary and high school and no kindergarten!

The picture is similar in Komotini! Even
though we constitute the majority in the
prefecture of Rodopi, the number of pri-
mary schools is decreasing day by day, we
have only one secondary school and no
kindergarten!

Meanwhile, older and newer EU member
states such as Germany, Italy, Romania,
Hungary, Denmark, etc. allocate state
budgets to protect the language, religion,
culture, customs and traditions of their
mi-norities and provide them with educati-
on in their mother tongue and protect their
minorities like jew-els.

But in our country, the state prefers to ig-
nore us, thinking that if it ignores us, it will
assimilate us.

There was a time when we had schools
in Rhodes and Kos that taught Turkish,
mosques where we prayed, and when we
had mufti offices. Now there are none! Yet
there are still Turks living there!

During his visit to our motherland Turkiye in
February 2025, Greek Minister of Educati-
on, Religious Affairs and Sports, Kyriakos
Pierrakakis, met with the administrators
of the Greek minority schools in Istanbul,
listened to their problems in the field of
education and conveyed the government’s
own solu-tions.

Moreover, our country is looking after the
Greek minority in Albania and protecting

its rights. The rulers of our country protect
the Greek minority in Albania and negotiate
with Albania for the protec-tion and deve-
lopment of their rights.

Our motherland does the same for our
community, protects us as it should, and
naturally brings our problems to the agen-
da in bilateral relations.

But when the same situation is experien-
ced for us, the rulers of our country stand
up for all segments! What is this called
now? When will our state follow a fair and
egalitarian policy, when will it be honest
and sincere towards us? When?

Dear friends,

May the month of Ramadan be blessed for
the Turkish community in Western Thrace
and the whole Islamic world! May the mer-
cy and blessings of Almighty Allah be with
us in this blessed month.

| wish you a Ramadan where our prayers
are accepted, and our hearts are filled with
peace.

Yours sincerely,

Halit Habip Oglu
ABTTF President
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ABTTF paid a working visit to Strasbourg
g
Lk

ABTTF President Halit Habip Oglu, during
his meetings, brought to the agenda the
non-execution of the ECtHR judgments on
the Bekir-Ousta and Others group of cases
by Gree-ce for the past 17 years and the bu-
ilding issue and the confusion of competen-
cies with res-pect to the the Xanthi Turkish
Minority Secondary and High School.

President of the Federation of Western Thra-
ce Turks in Europe (ABTTF) Halit Habip Oglu
paid a working visit to Strasbourg on 28-29
January 2025 in parallel with the Winter Ses-
sion of the Parlia-mentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE).

During his working visit, Habip Oglu, accom-
panied by ABTTF Head Office Manager K.
Engin Soy-yllmaz, conveyed the current issu-
es of the Turkish community in Western Thra-
ce and the rights viola-tions it is subjected to
during his meetings with Chairperson of the
national delegation of San Marino at PACE
Gerardo Giovagnoli and Chairperson of the
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Euro-
pe (ALDE) Group at PACE lulian Bulai.

Habip Oglu pointed out that Greece has
persistently failed to execute the judgments
of the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR) concerning the Bekir-Ousta and
Others group of cases, which inclu-des the

\X\

LSS

Western Thrace Turkish associations, for the
past 17 years and indicated that despite all
the warnings and decisions from the Commit-
tee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, Gre-

ece pursues a strategy to prolong the executi-
on process of the aforementioned judgments.
Moreover, Habip Oglu conveyed details per-
taining to the building issue of the Xanthi
Turkish Mino-rity Secondary and High Scho-
ol, which has been going on for years, and
informed about the develop-ments related to
the confusion of competencies caused by the
Greek authorities passing the responsibi-lity
to each other, and further drew attention to
the issues faced by the children belonging to
the Tur-kish community in Western Thrace in
accessing quality education.

Habip Oglu stated that the Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace, whose existence and
ethnic Turkish identity is denied by Greece,
is subjected to hate speech and marginalisa-
tion in politics and mainstream media in the
country and that the leading representatives
of the Turkish community are targeted and
stigmatised.

Habip Oglu explained that Greece, which is
one of the oldest members of the European
Union (EU) and claims to be the cradle of
democracy, takes into account minority and
human rights when it comes to the Greek mi-
nority in Albania, but applies double standar-
ds when it comes to the rights of the Tur-kish
community in Western Thrace, all of whom
are Greek citizens.
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ABTTF was in

Representatives of the Turkish community in
Western Thrace raised the issues in the field
of education, which has a great impact on the
future of the Turkish community in Western
Thrace, in the session on the representation
of minorities in education.

The Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF) participated in the 17th Ses-
sion of the United Nations (UN) Forum on
Minority Issues on 28-29 November 2024.
ABTTF and Western Thrace Minority Univer-
sity Graduates Association (WTMUGA) rep-
resented the Turkish community in Western
Thrace at the forum themed “Minority rep-
resentation and self-representation in public
spaces and discourses” organised in Gene-
va, Switzerland.

ABTTF International Relations Director Melek
Kirmaci and WTMUGA member Kerem Ab-
du-rahimoglu, who participated in the forum
within the framework of the sessions where
the representa-tion of minorities in public spa-
ces, education, media including social media,
arts and culture were dis-cussed, conveyed
the issues faced by the Turkish community in
Western Thrace in the field of educa-tion.

In her speech at the session on the repre-
sentation of minorities in public spaces, Vice
President Olivia Schubert from the Federal
Union of European Nationalities (FUEN), of
which ABTTF and WTMUGA are members,
indicated that FUEN, as the largest umbrella
organisation bringing together national mino-
rities in Europe, supports the establishment
of a legal mechanism or treaty for the pro-tec-
tion of national minorities and expressed that
they would like the UN Forum on Minority Is-
sues to turn into a permanent forum.

Intervening at the session on the representa-
tion of minorities in education on the first day
of the Fo-rum, ABTTF noted that Greece is
one of the countries with the worst record on
the rights of national minorities in Europe and
that it has not ratified the Framework Conven-
tion for the Protection of Na-tional Minorities
(FCNM) and has not signed the European
Charter for Regional or Minority Lan-guages.

Geneva for the UN Forum on

Minority Issues

Reminding that within the framework of the
1923 Treaty of Lausanne, the Turkish com-
munity in Western Thrace was granted the
right to establish and manage its own scho-
ols, but that this auton-omy recognised in
education has been dismantled as a result
of government interventions, ABTTF stated
and expressed the issues at different levels
of education.

Furthermore, ABTTF stated that pre-school
education is compulsory but despite the fact
that the Turkish community in Western Thra-
ce constitutes 55 per cent of the population in
Rodopi, 45 per cent in Xanthi and 10 per cent
in Evros, there is not a single Turkish kinder-
garten within the Turkish school system or
completely private and that the state rejects

the applications in this direction.

Pointing out that the number of Turkish pri-
mary schools in the region is decreasing ra-
pidly, ABTTF explained that the decision to
close schools with less than nine students in
2010 was also valid for Turkish primary scho-
ols which should be autonomous, and this
practice has become a systematic dis-crimi-
nation tool. ABTTF added that the number of
Turkish primary schools decreased from 194
in 2008 to 86 in 2024.

Explaining that the number of Turkish se-
condary schools is low, ABTTF indicated
that the demand for a new school building in
the Xanthi Turkish Minority Secondary and
High School has not been met due to the
increasing number of students. Speaking at
the same session, WTMUGA expressed the
is-sues in education and reminded the issue
of double-shift schooling in Xanthi Turkish Mi-
nority Second-ary and High School and the
process leading to the protests and noted that
the double-shift schooling system ended as a
result of the protests but that the demand for
a new school building was not met de-spite
the letters sent to the government authorities.

In their speeches, the representatives of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace
demanded the re-turn of the autonomous
structure of the Turkish community in Wes-
tern Thrace in education and asked that the
demands of the Turkish community be con-
sidered urgently in solving the issues in edu-
cation.
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ABTTF realised a written contribution to the European

Commission’s Rule of Law Report 2025

The Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF) submitted its written contri-
bution to the European Commission’s 2025
Rule of Law Report. ABTTF, which parti-
cipated in the online consultation process
open to civil society organisations and other
stakeholders in EU Member States initiated
by the European Commission for the 2025
Rule of Law Report, conveyed the issues of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace
and the rights violations it is subjected to in
order to contribute to the chapter on Greece
in the report to be prepared.

In its written contribution, ABTTF underlined
that Greece denies the existence of the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace and its
Turkish ethnic identity and has persistently
failed to execute the judgments of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in the
Bekir-Ousta and Others group of cases for
the past 17 years and violated the freedom
of association of the Turkish community.

ABTTF noted that the Civil Court of First Ins-
tance of Rodopi ruled on 28 May 2024 for
the dissolution and revocation of the regist-
ration of a fans’ association established in
2022 in Komotini under the name of “Wes-
tern Thrace Fenerbahge Culture and Sports
Association” and indicated that the dissolu-
tion of this association, which has not gone

European
Commission

beyond the statute, is a new example of the
usurpation of the rights and freedoms of the
Turkish community in Western Thrace by
the state.

ABTTF further explained that although the
Turkish community in Western Thrace has
been granted educational autonomy within
the boundaries of the 1923 Treaty of Lau-
sanne, the number of Turkish primary scho-
ols with autonomous status in the region has
decreased over the years due to the closure
of Turkish primary schools one by one every
year, and that 4 more Turkish primary scho-
ols were closed in the 2024-2025 school
year and that the number of Turkish primary
schools decreased from 188 in 2011 to 86
today.

Moreover, ABTTF pointed out that there is
no bilingual Turkish minority kindergarten in
the region despite the demand of the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace and un-
derscored that although the existing building
of Xanthi Turkish Minority Secondary and
High School is insufficient, the Greek autho-
rities ignored the request for a new building
and passed the responsibility to each other.

ABTTF indicated that the MPs and promi-
nent representatives of the Turkish com-
munity in Western Thrace are exposed to

serious hate speech in the mainstream Gre-
ek media and stated that Turkish MPs are
scapegoated just because they participate
in activities of Turkish organisations in Wes-
tern Thrace or because of their work in Par-
liament to protect the rights of the Turkish
community and unfounded and defamatory
news were published about the rights defen-
ders of the Turkish community.

Furthermore, ABTTF reminded that the
Turkish community in Western Thrace has
been granted religious autonomy in accor-
dance with the international treaties and
noted that Greece has violated the religious
autonomy of the Turkish community by ap-
pointing muftis or regents of muftis in Wes-
tern Thrace since 1991 and that it does not
recognise the muftis elected by the Turkish
community. ABTTF noted that despite all
the objections of the Turkish community in
Western Thrace, the religious autonomy of
the Turkish community has been further we-
akened with the “Law on the Modernisation
of the Mufti Offices” adopted by the Greek
Parliament in August 2022, which envisa-
ges the transformation of the autonomous
mufti offices into ordinary public offices by
completely connecting them to the Ministry
of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports.
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Writien contribution from ABTTF to
the thematic report 1o be prepared
by the UN Special Rapporieur on
Minority Issues
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The Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF) submitted its written cont-
ribution to the office of the United Nations
(UN) Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues
Prof. Nicolas Levrat for the thematic report
to be submitted to the 61st Session of the
UN Human Rights Council in March 2026.

In its written contribution, ABTTF conveyed
the attitude towards minorities in Greece and
the prob-lems and rights violations faced by
the Turkish community in Western Thrace.
ABTTF noted that no national or ethnic group
is granted official minority status in Greece
and indi-cated that the ethnic Turkish iden-
tity of the Turkish community in Western
Thrace, which is officially recognised as a
minority and whose rights are guaranteed
by the 1923 Lausanne Peace Treaty, is not
recognised by Greece.

ABTTF explained that approximately 60
thousand Western Thrace Turks were dep-

rived of citizenship with the provisions of the
former Article 19 of the Greek Citizenship
Law with racist content which was in force
from 1955 to 1998, that associations with
“Turkish”
ece, that Greece has not executed the ju-
dgments of the European Court of Human
Rights (ECtHR) against the Bekir-Ousta and
Others group of cases for the past 17 years
and violated the freedom of association of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace.

ABTTF pointed out that Greece has usurped
the educational and religious autonomy of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace
guaranteed by the 1923 Lausanne Peace
Treaty through various laws and unilateral
practices and stated that the Turkish primary
schools with autonomous status are closed
down, the muftis elected by the Turkish com-
munity are not recognised and with the latest
law the mufti offices with autonomous status
are transformed into ordinary public offices
directly under the Ministry of Education, Re-

names were dissolved in Gre-

ligious Affairs and Sports.

ABTTF noted that rights defender individuals
and associations representing the Turkish
community in Western Thrace are stigmati-
sed and subjected to hate speech in politics
and Greek mainstream media and indicated
that hate speech in politics is a part of stru-
ctural and systematic discrimination against
the Turkish community in Greece and that
the Turkish community is perceived as “ot-

er”, “foreign” or “not belonging” in the lan-
ds where it has lived for centuries.

ABTTF noted that the non-recognition and
assimilation of national minorities in Greece
is an official state policy and demanded Gre-
ece to restore the educational and religious
autonomy of the Turkish community in Wes-
tern Thrace and to establish a consultation
mechanism with the broad participation of
the representatives of the Turkish commu-
nity to solve the existing problems.
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Note verbale from Greece 1o the written statements sub-
mitted by ABTTF to the UN Human Rights Council

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the
United Nations (UN) Office and other inter-
national organizations in Geneva respon-
ded to the written statements submitted by
the Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF) to the 57th session of the
UN Human Rights Council on the demand
for the dissolution of the Friendship Equality
Peace (FEP) Party and the targeting of poli-
tical representatives of the Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace.

In its written reply to the UN, Greece indi-
cated that according to the 1923 Treaty of
Lausanne, the Muslim minority in (Western)
Thrace is recognised as a religious minority
and claimed that the members of the Mus-
lim minority, as Greek citizens, enjoy all fre-
edoms and rights guaranteed by the Greek
Constitution as well as all the benefits deri-
ved from their European citizenship without
any discrimination.

Greece claimed that the Muslim minority in
(Western) Thrace respects its educational
and religious autonomy as stipulated in the
1923 Treaty of Lausanne and claimed that
the Muslim minority is represented at all
levels of politics, be it national, regional or
local.

Greece further noted that the FEP Party, as
a party formed by members of the Muslim
minority, has participated in the elections of
the European Parliament (EP) three times in
a row, in 2014, 2019 and 2024, and that it
is free to participate in national elections as
well, and argued that the appeals to the Gre-
ek judiciary to declare the FEP Party illegal
are still pending in the courts. Nevertheless,
it underlined that declaring a political party
illegal in the country is a measure of last
resort taken by the judiciary when the orga-
nisational structure of a party or its activity
runs counter to the functioning of the democ-
ratic form of government in the country.

Furthermore, Greece argued that the fun-
damental right to freedom of expression,
which includes the right to receive or impart

@% General Assembly
S

Distr.: General
22 Octaber 2024

Original: English

Human Rights Council

Fifty-seventh session

9 September-9 October 2024

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Note verbale dated 16 October 2024 from the Permanent
Mission of Greece to the United Nations Office at Geneva

addressed

to the Office of the

United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights

information or ideas without interference by
public authority, is respected and protected
in the country and that protection is provided
against incitement to hatred or violence on
the basis of religious beliefs in accordance
with the relevant Law No. 4491/2017.

ABTTF submitted two written statements to
the 57th session of the United Nations (UN)
Human Rights Council held in Geneva, Swit-
zerland on 9 September-11 October 2024,
entitled “Demand for Dissolution of the
Friendship, Equality and Peace (FEP) Party
in Greece and Right to Vote and Stand for
Election of the Turkish Community in Thra-

|
——— ST

ce” and “Targeting of Political Representa-
tives of the Turkish Community in Western
Thrace” and brought to the agenda the sys-
tematic discrimination, stigmatisation and
marginalisation of the Turkish community in
Western Thrace for years.

Please click below to access the note verba-
le of the Permanent Mission of Greece to the
United Nations (UN) Office and other inter-
national organizations in Geneva in respon-
se to ABTTF:
https://hrcmeetings.ohchr.org/HRCSessi-
ons/RegularSessions/57/Pages/Communi-
cations%20from%20governments.aspx
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Human Rights Waich: The issues of democracy, human

rights and the rule of law in Greece due to state actions

HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH

ABTTF President: “Our country is moving
further away from being a country that is
free, democratic and fully committed to the
rule of law. In face of this worrying situation,
both our country and international organisa-
tions should take the reports of international
organisations seriously and take the neces-
sary steps.”

Human Rights Watch, one of the leading or-
ganisations in the field of human rights, pub-
lished its World Report 2025. In the chapter
on Greece of the report, which evaluates the
developments in the field of human rights
worldwide in 2024, the issues arising from
state actions in the field of democracy, rule
of law and human rights in our country were
criticised.

On freedom of media, the report notes that
Greece continues to rank last in the EU in
terms of press freedom, according to Re-
porters Without Borders, indicating the exis-
tence of a hostile environment for journalists
facing state surveillance, abusive lawsuits,
government interference and smear campa-
igns.

In the area of civil society, the Greek Natio-
nal Commission for Human Rights warned
that smear campaigns, harassment and pro-
secutions against migrant rights defenders
for providing humanitarian aid have created
a pervasive climate of fear in the country.
The report also noted that human rights
defenders Panayote Dimitras of the Greek

are very serious

Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org

Helsinki Monitor and Tommy Olsen of Ae-
gean Boat Report were subjected to criminal
proceedings for exposing violations at Gree-
ce’s borders and that Dimitras is still under
a travel ban.

Under the heading of racism and intoleran-
ce, the report referred to the 2023 report
of the Racist Violence Recording Network
(RVRN), which indicated a sharp rise in ra-
cist violence in Greece in 2023.

“Human Rights Watch’s 2024 report clear-
ly demonstrates the persisting issues in the
area of democracy, human rights and the rule
of law in our country Greece. As revealed in
the reports of many human rights organisati-
ons, unjust investigations, prosecutions and
smear campaigns against human rights de-
fenders, especially in the field of civil society,
are of serious concern. Representatives of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace

in our region are also experiencing similar
examples in this worrying environment. Our

Federation has also been targeted by defa-
mation and discrediting due to false news
reports, and our legal struggle is continuing.
Our country is moving further away from
being a country that is free, democratic and
fully committed to the principles of the rule
of law for each of us. In face of this worrying
situation, both our country and international
organisations should take the reports of in-
ternational organisations seriously and take
the necessary steps”, said Halit Habip Oglu,
President of the Federation of Western Th-
race Turks in Europe (ABTTF).

Please click below to access HRW’2024
Greece report:
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/
country-chapters/greece

*Image: www.anadoluimages.com
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ECRI assesses the status of implementation of its
recommendations for Greece

On 19 February 2025, the Europe Commis-
sion against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI)
of the Council of Europe released its conc-
luding observations on whether and how
Greece has implemented the priority recom-
mendations of its 6th country report on Gre-
ece, published in September 2022.

In its conclusions, which are based on the
Greek government’s responses and infor-
mation gathered from other sources, ECRI
notes that it recognises the positive steps
taken by Greece but notes that much of the
rhetoric has not translated into action.

ECRI welcomes the Greek government’s
efforts to strengthen the institution of the
Ombudsman but indicates that its recom-
mendation to enact legislation enabling the
Ombudsman to intervene as amicus curiae

Emropean Commission
against Racism and Imolerance

ECRC_

Commission caropéenne

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

coatre le racisme et I"intolérance

(friend of the court) in court cases by pro-
viding information, expertise or insights has
not been implemented to date.

ECRI recognises the important efforts and
positive steps taken in the field of intersex
persons but notes that Greece has only par-
tially implemented its recommendation in
this regard.

In its sixth country report on Greece, ECRI
expressed concern about the continuing
inequalities and racism in policing in the
country and noted that hate speech in the

country is sometimes expressed by politici-
ans and even state officials.

The Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF) actively participated in the
preparation process of ECRI's 6th country
report on Greece and submitted a written
statement to ECRI on discrimination, ra-
cism and hate speech against the Turkish
community in Western Thrace in Greece.
Within the scope of ECRI’s visit to Greece
in November 2021, ABTTF participated in
the meeting with civil society organisations
in Athens, where it realised a presentation
on the current and fundamental issues of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace in
Greece under the headings of denial of the
ethnic Turkish identity, freedom of associati-
on, freedom of religion, education and hate
speech/hate-based attacks.

Greece blacklisted for human rights and rule of

Greece has been included in the European
Parliament's (EP) Committee on Foreign
Affairs’ annual report on the state of human
rights and democracy in non-EU countries
in 2024.

SYRIZA MEP Kostas Arvanitis underlined
that it is a very negative development that
Greece is included in the list of human ri-
ghts violations in the EP’s report together
with third world countries due to the failure
to investigate the murder of journalist Gior-
gos Karaivaz, who was murdered on 9 April
2021, and noted that this situation is an indi-
cator of the failure of the current government
on human rights.

The EP Committee on Foreign Affairs report
titted “Human rights and democracy in the
world and the European Union’s policy on
the matter - Annual Report 2024” will be put
to vote at the EP Plenary Session in Stras-
bourg on 11 March 2025.

law in EP report

“The EP’s inclusion of our country in its an-
nual report analysing violations of human
rights, rule of law and democracy in non-EU
countries is a stern warning to the govern-
ment. This latest report of the EP is humi-
liating for the democracy of our country,

whose reputation in the international arena
has declined in recent years due to the go-
vernment’s policies. Just last week, thou-
sands of people took to the streets across
the country and protested against the go-
vernment on the second anniversary of the
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Tempi train accident in which 57 people lost
their lives. As in the case of the murder of
journalist Karaivaz, the government did not
take any steps to reveal the truth about the
Tempi train accident, on the contrary, it cho-
se to return to its own agenda as if to cover
up the truth. This is always the behaviour of
the rulers of our country! For years we have
been facing, knowing and seeing this indif-
ferent attitude of the rulers of our country in
the issues of our community. Our country,

Report - sis-ooa/2005
Eeropran Partanest

REPORT on human rights and democracy in the world ang
Union’s policy on the matter — annual report 2024

which has not executed the three judgments
of the European Court of Human Rights with
respect to the associations of our community
for the past 17 years despite all the warnings

of the Committee of Ministers of the Council
of Europe, continues to disregard the rule of
law and international law. With this latest re-
port of the EP, the serious issues in the field
of democracy, law and the rule of law in our
country have once again become evident”,
said Halit Habip Oglu, President of the Fe-
deration of Western Thrace Turks in Europe
(ABTTF).

*Image: www.anadoluimages.com

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe examined the Bekir-Ousta and Others

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe examined the Bekir-Ousta and Ot-
hers group of cases concerning the violation
by Greece of the freedom of association of
the Turkish community in Western Thrace at
its meeting in Strasbourg in France on 3-5
December 2024.

In its decision adopted on 5 December, the
Committee of Ministers reiterated once aga-
in the fundamental importance of freedom
of association in a democratic state and cri-
ticised the non-execution by Greece of the
judgments of the European Court of Human
Rights (ECtHR) concerning the Xanthi Tur-
kish Union, the Cultural Association of Tur-
kish Women of the Prefecture of Rodopi and
the Evros Prefecture Minority Youth Associ-
ation for more than 16 years.

Recalling that any progress on both indivi-
dual and general measures in this group of
cases appears to be dependent on the work
of the Committee of Experts established by
Greece, the Committee of Ministers strong-
ly urged the competent authorities to keep
it regularly informed of developments in the
work of the Committee of Experts, including
in respect of the consultative process with
the applicant associations.

The Committee of Ministers decided to resu-
me its examination of the Bekir-Ousta and
Others group of cases at its meeting in June
2025 to review the progress achieved, en-

MINISTERS' DEPUTIES Dacisions

CM/Ded/Dec( 2023 1483/HAE-15 7 Doce.

14831 meeting, 57 December 2023 (DH)

H46-15 Bekir-Ousta and Others group v. Greece (Application No. 35151/05)
Supendsion of the execulion of the Europsan Court's judgments
Raforance documant

Mot 331515

couraging the Greek authorities to make full
use of the Council of Europe’s assistance
and expertise in this field to ensure comp-
liance of any proposed measures with the
European Convention on Human Rights.

“As we have indicated it before, our country
deliberately set up the Committee of Experts
and now uses it as a tool to further delay
the execution of the ECtHR judgments on
the Bekir-Ousta and Others group of ca-
ses and to stall the Committee of Ministers.
Moreover, the roadmap submitted by the
Committee of Experts to the Committee of
Ministers does not mention the execution of

the aforementioned ECtHR judgments. As
we can see in the judgments of the Court
of Cassation, our country does not intend to
execute all three judgments in this group of
cases in any way and is constantly playing
for time. Although more than 16 years have
passed since the ECtHR judgments, the offi-
cial legal status of our Xanthi Turkish Union
has still not been restored and the other two
associations have still not been registered
by the national courts! We will continue to
follow the developments closely and inform
the Committee of Ministers about the work
of the Committee of Experts. We hereby rei-
terate our call on the Committee of Ministers
to initiate an infringement procedure against
our country, which has disregarded its obli-
gations under the Convention, as soon as
possible” said Halit Habip Oglu, President of
the Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF).

Please click below to access the relevant
decision of the Committee of Ministers of
the Council of Europe: https://www.coe.int/
en/web/cm/-/1514th-human-rights-mee-
ting-of-the-ministers-deputies-3-5-decem-
ber-2024
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Racist attack on a young child from the Turkish community in

Western Thrace in Komotini!

ABTTF President:
strongest terms the racist and vile attack
on a defenceless little boy in Komotini. The

“We condemn in the

competent authorities of our country should
urgently take the necessary measures to
prevent such racist and hate attacks, which
harm the peace and tranquillity in our region
and the culture of living together and should
never allow the far-right ideology to take root
in our region”.

In the city of Komotini in Greece, a video
showing a small child belonging to the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace being
threatened by a racist group triggered a rea-
ction throughout the country.

In the video, which was also reflected in the
press, it is seen that a racist group forced
a 10-year-old boy, whom they cornered, to
say “Long live in reference to llias Kasidia-
ris, the former spokesman of Golden Dawn,
which has been declared as a criminal orga-
nisation by a court.

The attackers then shout at the boy, who ap-
pears to be quite frightened, and tell him to

get away from there quickly.

It is noted that the video in question was
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posted on Instagram two months ago by an
account known as “Nationalists of Komoti-
ni”, but it is not yet known exactly when it
was taken.

In 2020, the court ruled that the racist Gol-
den Dawn was a criminal organisation and
found the leader of the party, Nikolaos Mi-
chaloliakos, and six members of the party,
llias Kasidiaris, Yiannis Lagos, Giorgos Ger-
menis, llias Panagiotaros, Panagiotis Ilio-
poulos and Nikos Pappas, guilty of leading
a criminal organisation and eighteen other
defendants guilty of being members of a cri-
minal organisation.

“We condemn in the strongest terms the
racist and vile attack on a defenceless little

boy in Komotini. This attack clearly shows
that despite the banning of Golden Dawn,
the racism and racist threats targeting our
community in Western Thrace still continu-
es and the activities of far-right groups have
not ended. The competent authorities of our
country should urgently take the necessary
measures to prevent such racist and hate at-
tacks, which harm the peace and tranquillity
in our region and the culture of living toget-
her, from happening again and should never
allow the far-right ideology to take root in our
region”, said Halit Habip Oglu, President of
the Federation of Western Thrace Turks in
Europe (ABTTF).

*Image: www.gundemgazetesi.com
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munity in Western Thrace, current developments in Western Thrace and

Greece, ABTTF'’s international activities and lobbying as well as the ac-
tivities of ABTTF member associations and plays an important role in
promoting the Turkish community in Western Thrace.

ABTTF Newsletter is sent to homes by mail and can also be obtained

from our member associations.
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