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The Federation of Western Thrace Turks in 
Europe (ABTTF), with the support of the member 
of the European Parliament (EP) François Alfonsi 
(Greens/EFA) organised a webinar entitled “The 
Long-Standing Problem of Non-Execution of 
ECtHR’s Judgments by Greece: The Bekir Ousta 
and Others Group of Cases” on 2 June 2021. 

The webinar began with the opening remarks 
of ABTTF President Halit Habip Oğlu. Habip 
Oğlu stated that Greece is a country that has 
gained a place in the history of the world as the 
“cradle of democracy” but has not reconciled with 
multiculturalism, adding that Greece must now 
take the final concrete step in executing the ECtHR 

judgments concerning the three associations 
of the Turkish community in Western Thrace 
in the Bekir-Ousta and Others group of cases. 

MEP François Alfonsi, Legal Counsel of Bekir 
Ousta and Others Group of Cases and Doctoral 
Researcher at the Human Rights Centre of Ghent 
University Ilker Tsavousoglou and Greek Helsinki 
Monitor (GHM) Spokesperson and Board Member 
of European Implementation Network (EIN) 
Panayote Dimitras were present as panellists at 
the panel session which was moderated by ABTTF 
International Affairs Director Melek Kırmacı Arık.

Alfonsi noted that Greece, which has not 
executed ECtHR judgments regarding the 
associations of the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace, rejects the existence of a 
historic minority of the European Union (EU), 
saying this is intolerable for all democrats and 
minorities in Europe. Underlining that Greece 
denies European democracy by acting in this 
way, Alfonsi said that not what constitutes a 
problem is not merely Greece’s stance, but 
also those who do not impose any sanctions by 
allowing this behaviour. Alfonsi noted that the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
will have a new decision pertaining to the Bekir-
Ousta and Others group of cases in a few days, 
adding that members of the Turkish community 
in Western Thrace are EU citizens and that their 
rights should be fully respected in this context.

It was noted during the event that 
the fact that the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECtHR) judgments 
regarding the Xanthi Turkish Union 
which was closed, and the Cultural 
Association of Turkish Women of 
the Rodopi Province and the Evros 
Prefecture Minority Youth Associ-
ation which were not registered by 
the national courts, have not been 
executed by Greece for more than 
13 years contradicted the principles 
of democracy and the rule of law. 
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Tsavousoglou stated that the ECtHR has 
ruled that Greece violated Article 11 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights on 
freedom of association in cases involving 
Western Thrace Turkish associations which 
have been closed or not allowed to be estab-
lished on the grounds that their names include 
the word “Turkish”, adding that the Court con-
siders that the decisions have not been exe-
cuted for 13 years and that it violates basic 
democratic values. Tsavousoglou underlined 

that the acceptance of the existence of the et-
hnic Turkish minority in Greece is a political 
taboo, but that compliance with the ECtHR ju-
dgments is not optional, and that the failure to 
execute the ECtHR judgments regarding the 
Bekir-Ousta and Others group of cases fully 
and effectively would be a lost opportunity for 
the European Human Rights system to rei-
terate its commitments to protect minorities.

Dimitras stressed that the Committee of Mi-
nisters of the Council of Europe should take 
urgent measures in order that the ECtHR ju-
dgments concerning the Western Thrace Tur-
kish associations in the Bekir-Ousta and Ot-
hers group of cases are executed, saying that 
following the interim decision a decade ago, a 
similar decision could not happen again, and 
that it was time to introduce the Infringement 
Procedure against Greece. Dimitras said that 
due to the failure in the execution of the ECtHR 
judgments, the national courts cannot be bla-

med, adding that the Greek government can 
change the existing law if it really wants to, 
and then the said associations can be regis-
tered and/or re-registered by national courts.

The panel ended with a Q&A session 
and closing remarks by the panellists.

You can watch a recording of the event 
on Zoom in English and Greek on ABTT-
F’s YouTube channel and Facebook page:
English video on YouTube: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=2yxvE751olU&t=196s
Greek video on YouTube: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=u3ZepEik_vc&t=13s
English video on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/939989616164959/
v i d e o s / 9 5 9 0 0 3 7 2 8 1 8 0 5 2 3
Greek video on Facebook: https://www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / 9 3 9 9 8 9 6 1 6 1 6 4 9 5 9 /
v i d e o s / 1 4 5 8 3 0 7 8 0 9 3 0 0 5 8

Young ABTTF attended the YEN Seminar on “Story of My Life”
Young ABTTF, the youth organisation of the 
Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Euro-
pe (ABTTF), participated in the seminar titled 
“Story of My Life” organised by the Youth of 
European Nationalities (YEN) in Strasbourg, 
France on 1-5 September 2021 with the 
contributions of the European Youth Foun-
dation of the Council of Europe. Nihan Ayan 
from Young ABTTF attended the seminar.

On the first day of the seminar, which was 
attended by Hungarians in Slovakia, Slove-
nians in Italy, Romansh in Switzerland and 
Alsatians in Lorraine, and Western Thrace 
Turks in Greece, the Strasbourg Europe-
an Youth Centre gave a keynote address to 
representatives of minority youth organisati-
ons from many different countries in Europe. 
Following the speech, the participants were 
divided into groups with instructors from Po-
land and the United States for workshops 
titled “My Identity”, “Stories About My Mino-
rity”. In the seminar, which focused on issues 
such as the process of defining the identity 

of minorities, narrative identity, stereotypes 
and discrimination, the participants gave in-
terviews about their identity within the sco-
pe of identity identification and education.

At the Minorities Market held after the work-
shops, the participants delivered presen-
tations introducing the minorities and the 
organisation to which they belonged. Ni-
han Ayan from Young ABTTF introduced 
the Turkish community in Western Thrace 
and ABTTF and informed the other partici-
pants about the problems experienced by 
the Turkish community in Western Thrace.

On the second day of the seminar, the par-
ticipants examined basic theories on critical 

thinking, and as they were divided into dif-
ferent groups, they examined media articles 
about their minorities, and carried out stu-
dies that recorded the accuracy of the news.

On the last day of the seminar and at during 
the “Stereotypes and Discrimination” work-
shop, Nihan Ayan expressed the unjust tre-
atment of the Turkish community in Western 
Thrace as a result of stereotypes and preju-
dices against the Turkish community in Wes-
tern Thrace that are persisting for many years.
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President’s ColumnPresident’s Column

We are the only ignored, unregarded 
minority in the EU!

Dear readers,

I attended the congress of the Fede-
ral Union of European Nationalities 
(FUEN) in Trieste, Italy on 9-12 Septem-
ber 2021, where we are a full member 
as the Turkish community in Western 
Thrace and I am also part of the board.

Due to the pandemic, we were unab-
le to hold our congress last year, 
but this year we were able to meet 
representatives of different natio-
nal minorities from Europe in Tries-
te, albeit with limited participation.

Autochtonous national minorities 
from different geographies had in the 
past formed the majority in the lands 
where they had lived for centuries, 
but as a result of wars and the chan-
ges in the borders, they remain as 
minorities within the  new borders.

Together with Germany, Roma-
nia, Italy, Hungary, Bulgaria and our 
country Greece, the national minorities 
in the FUEN family today, whose name 
I cannot name here, are all Western mi-
norities, all living in EU Member States.

When the main topic of the Congress 
was with respect to education, we 
thus had the opportunity to listen to 
the educational systems of the Slove-
nes and Germans living in Italy along 
with the Germans living in Italy whe-
re they all live as national minorities. 

The presentations made by these mi-
nority communities as regards the 
educational systems in their count-
ries from kindergarten to university 
and the structure and functioning of 
their schools was very interesting.
It is further interesting to note that 
the system and practices based on 

the educational autonomy of these 
minorities in Europe were establis-
hed following the Second World War.

In contrast, our own educational au-
tonomy in our country goes back 
to 25 years before those of the ot-
her national minorities in Europe. 

As it stands, it would be expected that 
the educational autonomy that we have 
and the schools that are tied to this edu-
cational system and functioning should 
operate in a more established and or-
derly fashion but this is not the reality! 

The educational autonomies of the 
national minorities in Europe opera-
te very systematically and properly 
within a wide-ranging and detailed 
system, taking into account the nee-
ds of science and modern education.
In simple words, whilst educati-
on is moving forward and expan-
ding in their case, in our case, it is 
going backwards and contracting. 

The autonomous education system we 
have today is characterised as mixed.

While we should be autono-
mous, in fact, there is no structu-
re left to be called autonomous.

This year, 12 of our primary 
schools were closed again. 

Whereas the countries that I mentio-
ned above keep the identities, customs 
and rituals and education of the mino-
rities at the same value as the majority 
population, it seems as if our country 
would drown us in a spoonful of water. 

I can say that out of the 27 count-
ries that are members of the Euro-
pean Union, it is the only country 

that is in such a denialist approa-
ch with respect to the minorities. 

According to our country, we are Gre-
ek Muslims! 

Our very existence is being denied! 

It is a pity that the policy of the sta-
te and the governments that rep-
resent it which is based on igno-
ring these facts has transformed 
the Greek people in this way...

Indeed, it was possible to create a 
diverse and rich country together 
where our differences are a sour-
ce of enrichment, where we embra-
ce each other with our differences...

It’s a shame....

Yours sincerely,

Halit Habip Oğlu
ABTTF President
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The Federation of Western Thrace Turks 
in Europe (ABTTF) attended the 65th an-
nual Congress of the Federal Union of 
European Nationalities (FUEN) held in 
Trieste, Italy on 9-12 September 2021. 
The Congress, hosted by Italy’s Slove-
nian minority, was attended by ABTTF 
President and FUEN Vice-President Halit 
Habip Oğlu and Secretary General of the 
Friendship Equality Peace (FEP) Party 
Yeşim Hasan from Trieste and ABTTF 
Director of International Affairs Melek Kır-
macı Arık and Western Thrace Minority 
University Graduates Association (WT-
MUGA) Member Şükriye Mehmet online.

  

 

The FUEN 2021 Congress, attended by 
more than 140 minority representatives 
from 20 different countries in Europe 
and moderated by writer and journa-
list Vida Valenčič, officially began on 9 
September with the opening speech of 
FUEN President and Member of Euro-
pean Parliament (MEP) Loránt Vincze.

FUEN President and MEP Loránt Vinc-
ze, United Nations (UN) Special Rap-
porteur on Minority Issues Dr. Fernand 
de Varennes, Italian Parliament Se-
nator Tatjana Rojc and MEP Franço-
is Alfonsi were present at the first 
panel session titled ‘the future of Euro-
pe’s cultural and linguistic diversity’.

The FUEN Prize, awarded to those 
who contribute to the protection of na-
tional minorities, was presented this 
year to UN Special Rapporteur on Mi-
nority Issues Dr. Fernand de Varennes.

The panel sessions on Friday 10 Sep-
tember focused first on the educa-
tional models of minorities in Euro-
pe, and second on the situation of 
the Slovenian minority living in Italy, 
the host of this year’s Congress.
 

While ABTTF President and FUEN Vice 
President Halit Habip Oğlu and FEP 
Party Secretary General Yeşim Hasan 
attended the meetings from Trieste, 
ABTTF Director of International Affa-
irs Melek Kırmacı Arık and WTMUGA 
Member Şükriye Mehmet attended the 
FUEN Assembly of Delegates held hyb-
ridly online on Saturday 11 September.
The decision text of the resolution on the 
non-execution of the ECtHR judgements 
by Greece regarding the Bekir-Ousta and 
Others Group of Cases which includes 
the Xanthi Turkish Union, the Cultural 
Association of Turkish Women of the Ro-
dopi Province and Evros Prefecture Mi-
nority Youth Association, which violates 
the freedom of association of the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace jointly pre-
sented by ABTTF, WTMUGA and FEP 
Party as the Western Thrace Turkish de-
legation was adopted by a majority vote 
in the FUEN Assembly of Delegates.

The draft resolution on the issues and 
current situation of the Turks of Rhodes, 
Kos and Dodecanese Islands in Greece, 
presented by the Rhodes, Kos and the 
Dodecanese Turks Culture and Solidarity 
Association (ROISDER), a member of 
FUEN, was adopted by a majority of votes.

In the FUEN Assembly of Delegates, 
where amendments to the FUEN char-
ter were also voted, the FUEN main 
text of the resolution on the future of 
autochthonous national and linguistic 

Draft resolutions submitted by Western 
Thrace Turks and Turks of Rhodes, 
Kos and Dodecanese Islands were 

adopted

The resolution on the non-execu-
tion of ECtHR judgments on Wes-
tern Thrace Turkish associations 
by Greece was adopted by the 
FUEN Assembly of Delegates.

Panel sessions discussed the future of 
Europe’s cultural and linguistic diversity 
and the educational models of minori-
ties in Europe, and touched upon the 
situation of Italy’s Slovenian minority
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minorities in the European Union 
(EU) and that is demanding that the-
ir status be fully incorporated into the 
EU’s legal mechanism was adopted. 
 

Representatives of the Tatar community in 
Romania known as the Democratic Union of 
Tatars and the Italian Union which represents 
the Italian community in Slovenia and Cro-
atia whose applications for membership to 
FUEN were accepted have effectively beco-
me the new member organisations of FUEN 
during the FUEN Assembly of Delegates. 
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Western Thrace Turkish delegation attended 3rd Thematic 
Seminar of FUEN TAG

The Federation of Western Thrace Turks in 
Europe (ABTTF and the Western Thrace Mi-
nority University Graduates Association (WT-
MUGA) representing the Turkish community 
in Western Thrace attended the 3rd Thema-
tic Seminar of the Working Group of Turkic 
Minorities/Communities (TAG) in the Federal 
Union of European Nationalities (FUEN) whi-
ch was held online on 24 September 2021. 

The Federation of Western Thrace Turks 
in Europe (ABTTF) and the Western Thra-
ce Minority University Graduates Associa-
tion (WTMUGA) representing the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace, the Rhodes 
Kos and the Dodecanese Turks Culture and 
Solidarity Association (ROISDER) repre-
senting Rhodes and Kos Turks, the Public 
Organisation of Meskhetian Turks “VATAN” 
and the Public Union Of Meskhetian (Ahıs-
ka) Turks living In Azerbaijan “VATAN” rep-
resenting Meskhetian Turks and the Tatar 
Democratic Union representing the Roma-
nian Tatars all attended the online seminar 
which brought together Turkic minorities 
and communities within the online platform.

The seminar began with a greeting spe-
ech by FUEN Vice-President and FUEN 
TAG Spokesman Halit Habip Oğlu. Habip 
Oğlu informed about the developments re-
lated to FUEN and FUEN TAG since the 
second thematic seminar in June 2021 

and the activities carried out by FUEN.

Following the greeting speech, President of 
the Tatar Democratic Union Naim Belgin, 
the new distinguished member of FUEN, 
briefed on the activities of the Tatar Com-
munity in Romania and the Tatar Democ-
ratic Union, which was established in 2008.

On behalf of the Public Organisation of Mes-
khetian Turks “VATAN “, Head of Foreign 
Relations and Researcher Ansar Usmanov, 
delivered a presentation on the history and 
culture of Meskhetian Turks, the theme of 
the seminar, and their struggle to return to 
their ancestral lands in Georgia. Usmanov 
stated that the Meskhetian Turks, whose 
ancestral lands are located in the south 
of Georgia, were exiled by Soviet Leader 
Stalin on 14 November 1944 and added 
that the Russian Public Organisation of 
Meskhetian Turks ‘VATAN’ representing 
Meskhetian Turks and the Public Union of 
Meskhetian Turks living In Azerbaijan ‘VA-
TAN’ are actively working both in Russia 
and Azerbaijan, where they are based, and 
on international platforms for the return of 
Meskhetian Turks to their ancestral lands.

In the second part of the seminar, the par-
ticipating organisations conveyed the de-
velopments related to the Turkic minorities 
and communities they represent and their 
current problems. On behalf of the Western 

Thrace Turkish delegation, WTMUGA Sec-
retary-General Meltem Giritli stated that the 
Greek Court of Cassation rejected the ap-
peal for the return of the official legal status 
of the Xanthi Turkish Union with its decision 
of 29 June 2021 and indicated that Gree-
ce does not allow associations bearing the 
word ‘Turkish’ in its name   as a result of a 
policy of denial of the ethnic Turkish identity 
of the Turkish community in Western Thra-
ce and has still not executed the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) judgments 
with respect to the  Western Thrace Turkish 
associations for the past 13 years. Giritli also 
stated that in the 2021-2022 school year, 12 
more Turkish primary schools belonging to 
the Turkish community in Western Thrace 
were closed due to insufficient student num-
bers, and that the number of Turkish primary 
schools in Western Thrace decreased to 103.

Two new member organisations in 
FUEN

The Western Thrace Turkish de-
legation composed of represen-
tatives of ABTTF and WTMUGA 
expressed the violations of the 
freedom of association of the 
Western Thrace Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace and prob-
lems in the field of education.
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Working visit by ABTTF to Strasbourg

The Federation of Western Thrace 
Turks in Europe (ABTTF) paid a working 
visit to Strasbourg, where the Council of 
Europe is located on 27-28 August 2021. 
ABTTF delegation comprised of ABT-
TF President Halit Habip Oğlu, ABTTF 
Vice-President Nabi Ibrahimcik and 
ABTTF Head Office Manager K. Engin 
Soyyılmaz met with the Department for 
the Execution of Judgments of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) 
and Turkish NGOs based in Stras-
bourg during the two-day working visit. 

ABTTF delegation met with Head of the 
Department for the Execution of Judg-
ments of the ECtHR Clare Ovey and 
Head of Division Nikolaos Sitaropoulos 
and Head of Section Bojana Nikolin. 

During the meeting held before the Mee-
ting of the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe on 14-16 September 
2021, ABTTF delegation discussed the 
problems in executing the ECtHR ju-
dgments against Greece regarding the 
Xanthi Turkish Union, the Cultural Asso-
ciation of Turkish Women of the Rodopi 
Province and Evros Prefecture Minority 
Youth Association, the associations of 
the Turkish community in Western Th-

race, which are part of the Bekir Ous-
ta and Others Group of Cases along 
with the latest developments in the 
proceedings before the national courts.

ABTTF President Habip Oğlu stated 
that on 29 June 2021, the Greek Court 
of Cassation (Arios Pagos) rejected 
the request of the Xanthi Turkish Uni-

on, which has been engaged in legal 
battles for the past 38 years, as regar-
ds the execution of the ECtHR judg-
ment and restoration its official legal 
and that the Court of Cassation throu-
gh its reasoned decision ignored the 
related ECtHR judgments with respect 
to the Bekir Ousta and Others Group 
of Cases, ECtHR case law and the 
related resolutions of the Committee 
of Ministers of the Council of Europe.

Noting that in light of the latest decision 
of the Court of Cassation, the results of 
the hearings on 1 October 2021, when 
the appeals of the Cultural Association 
of Turkish Women of the Rodopi Provin-
ce and Evros Prefecture Minority Youth 
Association will be discussed, are expe-
cted to be negative, Habip Oğlu said that 
the Committee of Ministers of the Coun-
cil of Europe should continue to closely 
monitor the group of cases in order for 
the injustice that has been continuing for 
the past 13 years to be addressed and 
for the immediate execution of ECtHR 
judgments on the Bekir Ousta and Ot-
hers Group of Cases which are direct-
ly related to the negation of the ethnic 
Turkish identity of the Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace and which have 

become a national issue in Greece. 

On Saturday 28 August 2021, ABT-
TF delegation met with the directors 
of the Union of International Democ-
rats (UID) Alsace-Strasbourg Regio-
nal Centre, the Turkish-Islamic Union 
of Religious Affairs (DITIB) Strasbourg 
Regional Centre, the COJEP Inter-
national and Islamic Community Mil-
li Görüş (ITMG) Strasbourg Regional 
Centre, and informed them about the 
current problems of the Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace and the violati-
ons of its rights that it is subjected to.

News / ABTTFNews / ABTTF

Within the scope of the wor-
king visit, the non-execution of 
ECtHR judgments regarding 
Western Thrace Turkish asso-
ciations by Greece was brou-
ght to the agenda, and current 
developments regarding the 
Turkish community in Wes-
tern Thrace were conveyed.

ABTTF: The decision of the Greek 
Court of Cassation to reject the ap-
peal of the Xanthi Turkish Union is 
a political decision, not a legal one
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Western Thrace Turks attended the third OSCE 
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting of 

the year

The Federation of Western Thrace 
Turks in Europe (ABTTF), the Western 
Thrace Minority University Graduates 
Association (WTMUGA) and Friends-
hip, Equality and Peace (FEP) Party, 
representing the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace attended the Supple-
mentary Human Dimension Meeting of 
the Organization for Security and Coo-
peration in Europe (OSCE) entitled “Di-
gital Technologies and Human Rights 
– Opportunities and Challenges” which 
was held online on 12-13 July 2021. 

Deniz Servantie and Nihan Ayan from 
ABTTF, Dr. Pervin Hayrullah and Sec-
retary General Meltem Giritli from WT-
MUGA and General Coordinator Fatih 
Hüseyinoğlu from FEP Party attended 
the meeting which was organised by 
the Swedish OSCE Chairpersonship 
and OSCE Office for Democratic Ins-
titutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).

In the meeting which started with the 
opening remarks of 2021 Swedish 
OSCE Chairpersonship Director-Ge-
neral for Political Affairs at the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden 
Elinor Hammarskjöld, OSCE/ODIHR 
First Deputy Director Kateryna Ryabi-
ko and UN Special Rapporteur on the 

right to privacy Joseph Cannataci, the 
impact of the design and use of digi-
tal technologies in the 21st century 
upon human rights was discussed. 

Speaking at the first session entitled 
“Human Rights and Fundamental Free-
doms in the Digital Age” on 12 July, ABT-
TF stated that the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace has been discriminated 
against and targeted in the digital age, 
adding that the European Court of Hu-
man Rights (ECtHR) judgments concer-
ning Western Thrace Turkish associati-
ons have not been executed by Greece 
for 13 years. ABTTF urged Greek aut-
horities to take measures against disin-
formation and hate speech targeting the 
Turkish community in Western Thrace in 
the media, including in the digital space.

Intervening at the same session, WT-
MUGA noted that Greece denies the 
Turkish identity of the Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace in the digital age, 
closes its associations and does not al-
low its culture to live freely. WTMUGA 
urged Greece to abide by international 
law and human rights conventions.

Also speaking at the first session, the 
FEP Party said that although the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace is 
a peaceful community, those who de-
mand the rights of the Turkish commu-
nity have been defamed in local and 
national media and that they have been 
targeted by revealing their names and 
addresses in the media. The FEP Party 
urged Greece to take the necessary 
steps to protect the Turkish commu-
nity which is targeted by radical groups 
by following the provocation writings 
and those who commit hate crimes.
Speaking at the second session entitled 
“Collection and Use of Personal Data” 
on 13 July, WTMUGA noted that acti-
vists defending the rights of the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace in Gree-
ce are subjected to hate speech on digi-
tal platforms every day and recommen-
ded Greece to take special measures 
to protect the Turkish community from 
cyberattacks and hateful publications.

Using its right of reply in both sessions, 
Greece reminded that the Greek state 
recognises solely a “Muslim minority” 
in Western Thrace and that the mino-
rity is not experiencing discrimination.

During the meeting, the 
Western Thrace Turkish 
delegation comprised of 
representatives from ABT-
TF, WTMUGA and FEP 
Party expressed the rights 
violations and the discrimi-
nations faced by the Tur-
kish community in Western 
Thrace in the digital age.
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Written statement from ABTTF to the UN 
Human Rights Council 

The Federation of Western Thrace 
Turks in Europe (ABTTF) presented a 
written statement titled “The limitations 
in civil rights granted to the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace, Greece” 
to the 48th session of the United Nati-
ons (UN) Human Rights Council which 
will be held from 13 September to 1 
October 2021. In its written statement, 
ABTTF raised the issue of the rejection 
of the Greek Court of Cassation in the 
case of the Xanthi Turkish Union within 
the scope of freedom of association and 
the closure of 12 other primary schools 
belonging to the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace in the new school year.

ABTTF indicated that the Xanthi Turkish 
Union (XTU), the oldest association of 
the Turkish community in Western Th-
race, which was closed due to the word 
‘Turkish’, and the Cultural Association 
of Turkish Women of the Rodopi Pro-
vince and Evros Prefecture Minority 
Youth Association, whose registration 
applications were rejected, had applied 
to the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECtHR), and added that in the judg-
ments of the ECtHR in 2007 and 2008 ru-
led that Greece violated Article 11 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights 
with respect to freedom of association.

ABTTF noted that the Greek Court of 
Cassation (Arios Pagos) rejected the 
request of the Xanthi Turkish Union, 
which has been engaged in legal batt-
les for the past 38 years, to execute 
the ECtHR judgment with respect to 
the restoration of  its official legal en-
tity on 29 June 2021. Moreover, ABT-
TF stated that the Court of Cassation 
cited the participation of the executi-

ves of the Xanthi Turkish Union to pa-
nels organised by ABTTF in February 
and June 2021 with respect to the fact 
that Greece did not implement fully the 
ECtHR judgments as a reason for the 
its rejection. ABTTF further indicated 
that the Court of Cassation ignored the 
ECtHR judgments and ECtHR case 
law and the relevant decisions and in-
terim resolutions of the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe with 
its approach to the reasoned decision.

ABTTF underscored that the appeals 
of the Cultural Association of Turkish 
Women of the Rodopi Province and Ev-
ros Prefecture Minority Youth Associa-
tion will be heard on 1 October 2021, 
but that the Court of Cassation is not 
expected to take a different decision 
on these two associations in the Bekir 
Ousta and Others Group of Cases, whi-
ch have been fully politicised in Greece.

ABTTF indicated that although the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace has 

the right to establish, manage and cont-
rol its own schools in accordance with 
the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne, another 
12 Turkish primary schools which have 
autonomous status in Western Thrace 
will be closed in the 2021-2022 school 
year due to the shortage of students. 
Emphasising that the decision of the 
Greek Ministry of Education and Religi-
ous Affairs goes against the educatio-
nal autonomy of the Turkish community 
in Western Thrace, ABTTF noted that 
the number of Turkish primary schools 
will fall from 115 in the 2020-21 school 
year to 103 in this school year. ABTTF 
called on Greece to execute ECtHR 
judgments concerning the Bekir Ous-
ta and Others Group of Cases and to 
restore the educational autonomy of 
the Turkish community in Western Th-
race guaranteed by the 1923 Treaty 
of Lausanne. ABTTF also asked the 
UN and its bodies to send a strong 
political message to Greece about the 
rights violations endured by the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace.

Greece is persistently failing to 
execute the ECtHR judgments

The educational autonomy of the 
Turkish community in Western 

Thrace is violated
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Letter from ABTTF to international authorities about Greece’s usurpation 
of the rights and freedoms of the Turkish community in Western Thrace

In a letter addressed to the international 
authorities, the Federation of Western Thra-
ce of Turks in Europe (ABTTF) stated the 
systematic usurpation of the rights and free-
doms of the Turkish community in Western 
Thrace by Greece. In its letter, ABTTF indi-
cated that the 1923 Lausanne Peace Treaty 
granted rights to the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace in Greece and the Greek 
Orthodox minority in Turkey on the basis 
of reciprocity, adding that Turkey has taken 
positive steps towards the Greek Orthodox 
minority, especially in recent years, whi-
le the rights and freedoms of the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace in Greece 
have been taken away for the past years.

In its letter, ABTTF noted the following: 

• While Turkey restores the real estate pro-
perty belonging to the Greek community, our 
country which holds the goods and real es-
tate properties belonging to our community, 
appoints by order of the state the administ-
rative boards of the foundations of the com-
munity which have every right of disposition, 

• While the Greek community in Turkey choo-
ses its own religious leaders, our country Gre-
ece appoints the Muftis which constitute our 
religious leaders again by order of the state, 

• While in Turkey, even historical religi-
ous buildings outside of Istanbul, Imbros 
(Gökçeada) and Tenedos (Bozcaada) 
are preserved, restored and rites and ri-
tuals are allowed on special occasions, 
historical and religious monuments out-
side of Western Thrace in Greece are left 

to their fate or closed under the pretext of 
restoration or to the destruction of time, 

• In Western Thrace, where the Tur-
kish community lives, permits for repa-
ration are blocked as regards historical 
or new mosques, and various problems 
arise in the construction of new ones,

• In Turkey, all places of worship belonging 
not only to the Greek community but also 
churches and synagogues of other religious 
communities are also being restored. In fact, 
although there are no congregations in that 
region and while 7,000 Turks live in Thessa-
loniki in Greece; Hamza Bey, Hortacı Süley-
man Efendi, Yeni Cami (New Mosque) and 
Alaca Imaret Cami (Alara Imaret Mosque) 
are closed for worship. This is happening not 
only in Thessaloniki but throughout Greece, 
• While non-Muslim minorities living in Tur-
key have the right to express their ethnicity 
collectively as Greek, Armenian, Bulgarian 
or Jewish and manage the foundations and 
the goods belonging to their communities 
in accordance with the Treaty of Lausan-
ne, we are not even allowed to manage the 
foundations belonging to our community, let 
alone the collective acceptance of our eth-
nic Turkish identity in our country Greece.

In its letter, ABTTF asked international 
authorities to draw attention to the prob-
lems of the Turkish community in Wes-
tern Thrace, which is one of the worst-off 

groups in the European Union (EU) for 
minority rights, and to urge Greece to 
take steps to improve the situation of the 
Turkish community in Western Thrace. 

“As a result of the 1923 Lausanne Peace 
Treaty, our status and rights and those of the 
Greek Orthodox minority in our motherland 
of Turkey were determined and our fate was 
drawn together. However, while there have 
been positive developments in our homeland 
on behalf of the Greek Orthodox minority 
with whom we share the same fate in recent 
years, political repression and discriminatory 
policies against us persist in our country. 
While our motherland takes positive steps 
that improve the rights and freedoms of the 
Greek Orthodox minority regardless of the 
reciprocity defined by the Treaty of Lausan-
ne, our country Greece ignores the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace and sees it as 
a threat to the unity of the country and public 
order. As ABTTF and as the representative 
of Western Thrace Turks living in Europe, 
we believed that these positive steps taken 
by our motherland could constitute a model 
for the Turkish community in Western Thra-
ce by having a similar effect in our country, 
but we found that we were very wrong at this 
point. Today, we have the opportunity to live 
a life in our country, where we are left as 
a minority, neither humanely nor within the 
framework of the rights we have”, said Halit 
Habip Oğlu, President of the Federation of 
Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF). 

ABTTF President: “While our 
motherland Turkey takes positi-
ve steps that improve the rights 
and freedoms of the Greek Ort-
hodox minority regardless of the 
reciprocity defined by the Treaty 
of Lausanne, our country Gre-
ece ignores the Turkish com-
munity in Western Thrace and 
sees it as a threat to the unity 
of the country and public order.”
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A new blow to the educational autonomy of the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace!

12 more Turkish primary schools to close in the new school year

The Greek Ministry of Education and Reli-
gious Affairs’ draft law on ‘Improving and 
developing the levels of schools and edu-
cators’, which envisions a series of chan-
ges to the education system of the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace was adopted 
by a majority of the votes in the Parliament. 
According to the law in question, Western 
Thrace Turkish minority schools are exc-
luded from the facilities brought to public 
schools, they are prohibited from coopera-
ting with other institutions and associations, 
and they are prevented from earning income 
through donations or grants. The law pre-

vents the introduction of a ban on the use 
of the buildings of Turkish minority schools, 
which were closed in the past on grounds 
that the number of students is insufficient 
and prevents any activities within the sco-
pe of minority education in these buildings.

“In our country Greece, the government aga-
in ignored the Turkish community in Western 
Thrace and brought to Parliament a new 
draft law that violates our educational au-
tonomy which has been adopted. The state 
and its representative government continue 
to make decisions by excluding us on issues 
that directly concern and affect us. Accor-
ding to the Treaty of Lausanne, the Turkish 
community in Western Thrace enjoys the 
right to establish, manage and supervise 
its own schools. It is not possible for us to 

accept this law, which essentially constitutes 
a new fait accompli regarding our schools 
which are of autonomous status and whe-
re our children are educated. The new law 
aims to transform our community’s schools 
into public buildings. On the other hand, 
while the draft law is being discussed in the 
general assembly, we also find it difficult to 
understand the use of statements by Deputy 
Speaker Nikitas Kaklamanis regarding scho-
ols belonging to the Greek Orthodox mino-
rity in Istanbul, although it has nothing to do 
with the issue. The relevant law contains 
blatantly discriminatory measures regarding 
the Western Thrace Turkish minority scho-
ols, and this is exactly what we oppose. We 
demand that this discriminatory law, which 
was submitted and adopted by the Ministry 
of Education, be amended to include the 
Western Thrace Turkish minority schools 
and that the discriminatory measures regar-
ding our schools in the law be immediately 
revoked and we call upon our country to end 
its policies and measures aimed at elimina-
ting our educational autonomy”, said Halit 
Habip Oğlu, President of the Federation of 
Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF).

ABTTF President: “Our country Gre-
ece continues its unilateral policies 
and practices aimed at completely 
eliminating our educational auto-
nomy. A discriminatory law submit-
ted and adopted by the Ministry of 
Education to the Parliament is the la-
test example of this and we demand 
that the law be amended to include 
the Western Thrace Turkish minority 
schools and that the discriminatory 
measures regarding our schools in 
the law be immediately revoked.”

Twelve additional Turkish primary scho-
ols belonging to the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace will be closed in the 2021-
2022 school year due to a shortage of stu-
dents. According to a statement made by 
the Greek Ministry of Education, Lifelong 
Learning and Religious Affairs, Turkish pri-
mary schools in Drania (Kozdere), Patermá 
(Payamdere), Aratos (Karacaoğlan), Hrisa 

(Altınköy), Ipion (Işıklar), Thámna (Eşek-
çili), Nevra (Sınırdere), Rizoma (Gebecili) 
villages and Erasmio (Taraşmanlı), in Cami 
Mahallesi area of Satres (Sinikova), Kre-
mastí (Kurthasanli) and Exochi (Karagöz-
lü) villages will be closed in the province of 
Rodopi. Thus, the number of Turkish pri-
mary schools will fall from 115 in the 2020-
21 school year to 103 in this school year.

Halit Habip Oğlu, President of the Federati-
on of Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABT-
TF) made the following statement: “Although 

we have the right to establish, manage and 
supervise our schools autonomously in the 
field of education with the Lausanne Peace 
Treaty, the state intervenes in all areas of 
education. The closure of our schools un-
der the pretext of a shortage of students is 
primarily contrary to Lausanne! Moreover, 
our government, which prides itself on its 
democratic rules and functioning, does not 
meet with the boards in our schools when it 
decides to close them. If it’s not contraty to 
democracy and ethics, what is it? Imagine 
that our parents that are preparing to send 
their children to primary schools in their vil-
lages, and suddenly they found out that the 
school in their village had been closed! How 
is this possible? We’ve been saying for years 
that the schools are ours and that it should 
be stopped to close them once and for all 
under the pretext of shortage of students!”

*Image: www.aa.com.tr 

ABTTF President: “Although the 
Lausanne Peace Treaty grants the 
right to establish, manage and cont-
rol its own schools by recognising 
autonomous status in the field of 
education, Turkish primary schools 
belonging to the Turkish commu-
nity in Western Thrace continue to 
be closed on the grounds of shor-
tage of students and as a further 
example of state intervention in 
all areas pertaining to education.” 
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At its last meeting in Strasbourg, which was 
held on 14-16 September 2021, the Com-
mittee o Ministers of the Council of Europe 
re-examined the Bekir-Ousta and Others 
Group of Cases as regards the associations 
of the Turkish community in Western Thra-
ce. In its resolution on 16 September 2021, 
the Committee of Ministers criticised the fact 
that the cases of the Cultural Association of 
Turkish Women of the Rodopi Province and 
Evros Prefecture Minority Youth Association 
have still not been examined by the natio-
nal courts, 13 years after the final judgments 
given by the European Court of Human Ri-
ghts (ECtHR) and following the rejection of 
the appeal for the restoration of the official 
status of the Xanthi Turkish Union by the 
Greek Court of Cassation (Arios Pagos).

The Committee of Ministers noted with 
particular concern that judgment 840/2021 
of 29 June 2021 delivered by the Court of 
Cassation, which rejected the appeal of 
the Xanthi Turkish Union and stated that 
the dissolution of the association was le-
gal, was based on the same grounds that 
the ECtHR explicitly rejected in its final ju-
dgment of 27 September 2008 and further 
expressed their regret that in the judgment 
delivered by the Court of Cassation, they 
did not take into consideration the ‘essen-
tial element’ noted by the ECtHR that the 
president or the members of the associati-
on have never advocated violence, uprising 
or any other form of rejection of democratic 
principles and that no evidence has been 
presented which showed the opposite. 

In addition, the Committee of Ministers 
stated that the additional grounds used by 
the Court of Cassation as regards the sta-
tutes of Xanthi Turkish Union with respect 
to the objectives of the association were 
not expressly impugned by the ECtHR, and 
underlined that the judgment of the Court 
of Cassation to approve the dissolution of 
the association on the basis of these re-
asons was not in accordance with the re-
sults and spirit of the ECtHR judgment that 
Greece is in the legal obligation to execute. 

The Committee of Ministers also stressed 
that the amendment to the Code of Civil 
Procedure in 2017, which allows the reo-
pening of cases, did not lead to the swift, 
full and effective execution of the ECtHR 
judgment on the Xanthi Turkish Union.

Moreover, the Committee of Ministers noted 
with concern that in light of the recent judg-
ment rendered by the Court of Cassation, 
the Greek authorities did not leave any other 
choice but for the Xanthi Turkish Union to 
lodge a new application before the ECtHR 
as it considers itself as victims of a violati-
on of the European Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR) and called upon the Greek 
authorities to reinforce their dialogue with 
the Secretariat in order to explore alterna-
tive avenues with may well possibly be en-
visaged by which the violation found in the 
case may be rectified in full and effective 
conformity with Article 11 of the ECHR as 
regards freedom of assembly and asso-
ciation and the related ECtHR judgment. 
The Committee of Ministers also urged the 
Greek authorities to take measures in or-
der to fully ensure that the appeals of the 
Cultural Association of Turkish Women of 
the Rodopi Province and Evros Prefecture 

Minority Youth Association whose hearings 
are scheduled to take place on 1 October 
2021 are decided by the Court of Cassation 
and in full and effective compliance with Ar-
ticle 11 of the ECHR and ECtHR case-law. 

Noting with deep concern that with the ju-
dgment 840/2021 rendered by the Court 
of Cassation which rejected the appeal of 
the Xanthi Turkish Union and ignored the 
ECtHR judgment and that to this date the 
Court of Cassation has not aligned its ca-
se-law with that of the ECtHR fully and ef-
fectively, the Committee of Ministers deci-
ded to resume considerations as regards 
the Bekir-Ousta and Others Group of Ca-
ses at the latest at its June 2022 meeting. 

“The Committee of Ministers of the Council 
of Europe made it very clear that our country 
is ignoring ECtHR judgments and ECtHR 
case-law regarding the Bekir-Ousta and Ot-
hers Group of Cases and demanded an im-
mediate end to the violation of the freedom 
of association of our community. The Com-
mittee of Ministers reaffirmed that the rea-
sons put forward by the Court of Cassation 
in the last rejection judgment were not alre-
ady clearly accepted in the final judgment of 
the ECtHR in 2008 and called on our country 
to end the injustice experienced by the Xant-
hi Turkish Union for the past 38 years. On 
the other hand, the judgment rendered by 
the Court of Cassation dated 29 June 2021 
reflects our country’s policy of denial of the 
Turkish identity of our community and is a 
political decision, not a legal one. Due to the 
fact that our country has not executed the 
ECtHR judgments regarding the Bekir-Ous-
ta and Others Group of Cases for the past 
13 years and ignores the ECtHR case-law, 
we ask the Committee of Ministers to ini-
tiate the infringement procedure against 
our country in accordance with Article 46 
of the ECHR in its next review”, said Halit 
Habip Oğlu, President of the Federation of 
Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF). 

Please click here for the full text of the resolution: 
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_de-
tails.aspx?objectid=0900001680a3c11d

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe called 
on Greece to urgently execute the ECtHR judgments 

ABTTF President: “Due to the 
fact that our country has not 
executed the ECtHR judgments 
regarding the Bekir-Ousta and 
Others Group of Cases for 
the past 13 years and ignores 
the ECtHR case-law, we ask 
the Committee of Ministers to 
initiate the infringement pro-
cedure against our country in 
accordance with Article 46 of 
the ECHR in its next review.”
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Greece’s Court of Cassation (Areios Pagos) 
rejected the appeal of the Xanthi Turkish 
Union, the oldest association of the Tur-
kish community in Western Thrace, for the 
execution of the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECtHR) judgment and the reinstate-
ment of its official legal entity. Despite the 
ECtHR judgment and the warnings of the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe, Greece’s Court of Cassation once 
again rejected the appeal of the Xanthi Tur-
kish Union in its decision rendered eight and 
a half months after the hearing of the case in 
Athens on 16 October 2020. 

Established in 1927, the Xanthi Turkish Uni-
on had been closed in 1986 on grounds of 
the word “Turkish” in its name within the fra-
mework of our country’s policy denying the 
Turkish identity of the Turkish community in 
Western Thrace. The Xanthi Turkish Union 

had applied to the ECtHR in 2005 after more 
than two decades of civil legal struggle, 
and the ECtHR had ruled in 2008 that our 
country had violated freedom of association.

Following the ECtHR judgment, the requ-
est of the Xanthi Turkish Union, which had 
reapplied to the Greek domestic law for the 
cancellation of the closure decision and the 
reinstatement of its legal status, had been 
rejected on the grounds that domestic law 
does not allow the execution of ECtHR judg-
ments. The Xanthi Turkish Union had app-
lied to the Thrace Court of Appeal following 
the amendments to the Code of Civil Pro-
cedure adopted by the Greek parliament in 
2017, which had allowed ECtHR judgments 
to be recognised at Greece’s national courts, 
but the court had rejected the association’s 
appeal. The Xanthi Turkish Union had then 

appealed to the Court of Cassation.

“The Court of Cassation’s decision on the 
Xanthi Turkish Union which has been stru-
ggling for justice for 38 years showed once 
again that our country Greece disregards the 
principles of democracy and the rule of law. 
Our country has ignored all warnings and 
calls by the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe to immediately execute 
the ECtHR judgments regarding the associ-
ations of the Turkish community in Western 
Thrace and for the Court of Cassation to de-
cide in light of the court’s case law. While the 
ECtHR judgments have been ignored by the 
Court of Cassation’s decision, it was proved 
that the law is not operating in our country. 
As ABTTF, we have been conveying for ye-
ars to our interlocutors before the European 
Union and the Council of Europe that in our 
country, which claims to be the cradle of de-
mocracy, democracy is not operating essen-
tially but in name only. We will continue to 
support the Xanthi Turkish Union in its stru-
ggle for rights and inform international insti-
tutions and organisations about the Court of 
Cassation’s decision which is a projection of 
our country’s official policy that ‘there are no 
Turks in Western Thrace’”, said Halit Habip 
Oğlu, President of the Federation of Wes-
tern Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF).

Greece’s Court of Cassation again rejected the appeal 
of the Xanthi Turkish Union for the reinstatement of 

its legal status!
ABTTF President: “The Court 
of Cassation’s decision on the 
Xanthi Turkish Union which 
has been struggling for justi-
ce for 38 years showed once 
again that our country Greece 
disregards the principles of de-
mocracy and the rule of law.”


