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Federation of Western Thrace 
Turks in Europe (ABTTF) par-
ticipated in the 75th Session of 
the Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Racial Discriminati-
on (CERD) of the United Nati-
ons between 10 and 11 August 
2009. CERD considered the 
state report of Greece on her 
implementation of the Inter-
national Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination (ICERD). 
Melek Kirmaci, member of 
ABTTF International Affa-
irs and Lobbying Group and 
Pervin Hayrullah, member of 
the Western Thrace Minority 
University Graduates Associ-
ation represented the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace at 
the meeting.  
 
The Committee considered 
the state report of Greece 
for two days and directed 
questions to Greece on eth-
nical structure of the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace, 
freedom of association, prob-
lem of Muftis and education 
in mother tongue. The Com-
mittee will represent their 
observations and advices on 
28 August 2009.  

The problems of the 
Turkish Minority 

were uttered at the 
unofficial meeting

Melek Kirmaci and Pervin 
Hayrullah participated in the 
round table meeting that was 
held by Helsinki Monitor on 

August 10th, 2009 and uttered 
the problems of the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace. 
The parallel summary reports 
on Greece’s compliance with 
ICERD, which were prepared 
by ABTTF and BTAYTD indivi-
dually, were accepted by the 
Secretary and the members 
of the Committee were infor-
med about the issue prior to 
the meeting. At the unoffici-
al meeting, Pervin Hayrullah 
discussed the education prob-
lem of the Turkish Minority. 
In addition to the examples 
of hate speeches in the me-
dia expressed by Hayrullah, 
Melek Kirmaci told the prob-
lems regarding the freedom 
of association that the Mino-
rity members faced. Kirmacı 
informed the members of the 
Committee about the current 

situation of the Turkish Mi-
nority living in Rhodes and 
Kos, stating that it was unac-
ceptable not to recognize the 
rights of Turkish minority li-
ving on those islands due to 
the fact that those islands did 
not belong to Greece when 
Lausanne Treaty was signed. 

Greece stated the 
obvious once again

Greece, that had not submit-
ted her periodic reports since 
2003, explained the problems 
of the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace (named as 
“Muslim minority members in 
Thrace” by Greece) in details 
in her 19th periodic report. 
Maria Telalian, Legal Advisor, 
Head of the Section of Public 
International Law of Ministry 
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You can reach the state report of Greece under the link

www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/cerds75.htm,

while information on the meeting, at which the state re-
port of Greece was considered by the CERD, is available at:

www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B9C2E/(httpNewsByYear_en)/
E70BAE8DBF374DD4C125760F002F9B2B?OpenDocument

In addition to 56 OSCE 
member countries, 112 non-
governmental organizati-
ons attended the meeting 
that lasted 2 days. Focuses 
of the meeting were the 
“from commitments to 
implementation: freedom 
of religion or belief in 
OSCE area”, “status of re-

ligious or belief communities” 
and “places of worship”.

Problem of Muftis and 
“Appointed Imams 

Law”

Ms. Hayrullah took the floor 
at the opening session and 
stated that members of the 
Muslim Turkish minority of 
Western Thrace have the right 
to decide whether to choose 
the Sharia Law or Greek Civil 
Law regarding the family and 

inheritance issues, yet Mufti’s 
judicial decisions do not take 
into effect unless approved 
by competent Greek Courts. 

At the second session on sta-
tus of religious or belief com-
munities on July 10th, Ms. Re-
sit, clearly stated that states 
should in no 
way intervene 
to any matters 
regarding issues 
of faith, belief, 
or the organi-
zation of a re-
ligious group. 
Thus, Ms. Resit 
stated that the 
Law 3536/2007 
envisaging appo-
intment of 240 
imams to serve 
as public servants 
for the appointed 
muftis of Komo-

Federation of Western Thra-
ce Turks in Europe (ABTTF) 
attended the Supplementary 
Human Dimension Meeting of 
the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) between 9 and 10 July, 
2009. Fatma Resit, member of 
the International Affairs and 
Lobbying Group of ABTTF and 
Pervin Hayrullah, member of 
the Western Thrace Minority 
University Graduates Associ-
ation represented the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace at 
the meeting.  

Western Thrace Turkish Minority members 
attended the OSCE Supplementary Human 

Dimension Meeting

tini, Xanthi and Dimetoka 
clearly violated “freedom of 
religion and belief” of the 
Turkish Minority of Western 
Thrace. 

Mosques and the 
height of minarets

of Foreign Affairs of Greece, presented the report.  Telalian 
stated that the Muslim minority in Thrace numbered around 
100,000 persons and consisted of three distinct groups, whose 
members were of Turkish, Pomak and Roma origin. 
 
Telalian also told that the policies that were implemented by 
the Greek State aimed at guaranteeing the integration of the 
Muslim minority of Thrace in the social fabric of the country, 
while protecting its cultural and religious identity and preven-
ting exploitation of its problems by radical circles which wis-
hed to keep the minority marginalized with an inward-looking 
mentality. In that sense, any attempt of the Turkish-origin 
component of this minority to impose its cultural characteris-
tics and traditions on the Pomaks and Roma components was 
not in conformity with the Lausanne Treaty that regulates the 
status of the Muslim minority in Thrace, underlined Telalian. 

With regard to education in mother tongue, Greece repeated 
her official view, stating that school books in Greek were not 
studied in the kindergartens. As for the freedom of associati-
on, Greece stated that procedure about the implementation 
of the European Court of Human Right’s verdicts was being 
reviewed and a final decision was likely to be announced in 
December 2009.

PC.SHDM.NGO/33/09  

10 July 2009  
 
ENGLISH only

OSCE 
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Freedom of Religion or Belief Vienna, 8-9 July 2009 
Session III: Places of Worship  
 
Name of the Organization: Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF) Main contact person(s): Fatma Re it, Melek Krmac and K. Engin Soyylmaz E-mail: fatma.resit@abttf.org, melek.kirmaci@abttf.org, info@abttf.org  
 
Dear President,  
Distinguished representatives 
And esteemed NGO Delegates,  
 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief states that the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief shall include, inter alia, the freedom to worship or assemble in connection with a religion or belief, and to establish and maintain places for these purposes. And, the participating States will establish and maintain freely accessible places of worship or assembly.  
 
In Greece, the right to freedom of religion or belief is guaranteed by the Constitution. The freedom of religious conscience is inviolable and the enjoyment of civil rights and liberties does not depend on the individual’s religious beliefs (Article 13.1). Article 13.2 of the Constitution of Greece states:   

“All known religions shall be free and their rites of worship shall be performed unhindered and under the protection of the law. The practice of rites of worship is not allowed to offend public order or the good usages. Proselytism is prohibited.”  
But while freedom of worship is guaranteed by the Constitution of Greece, which is a member of the European Union, Athens is the only European capital which does not have a proper mosque or cemetery to serve its more than 300,000 Muslim residents, mainly from various parts of northern Africa and Pakistan.  
 
Even though there are mosques in the old part of Athens known as Plaka, e.g. the Fethiye or victory mosque dating back to 1458, today these buildings are not allowed to be used by Muslim prayers. Thousands of Muslims, living in the city of Athens, have been using abandoned factories and converted coffee shops as makeshift prayer houses for years. Today, there are approximately 150 illegal mosques operating across the Greek capital.  

In 2007, the Greek government unveiled a bill for the construction of the mosque, which would be built on a large plot of land owned by the Greek Navy. A previous proposal to build a mosque near Athens’ International Airport ahead of the 2004 Olympics was blocked following objections by residents and opposition from the Greek Orthodox Church.  
Today, the only operating mosques in Greece are in the region of Western Thrace, where the Muslim Minority*, which is the only officially recognized minority in Greece, has an estimated population of 150.000. By the Constitution of Greece, the persons belonging to the Turkish Minority of Western Thrace- who believe the known religion of Islam- shall perform their religious duties, with the condition of not offending public order or the good usages.   

*The Minority, which is the only officially recognized minority by the Greek State, is the Muslim Minority of Greece. Although the Lausanne Treaty of 1923, which established the status of the Minority, does not specifically mention the ethnic identity of the Minority in Western Thrace, there is a specific reference to the Turkish ethnic identity of the Minority in legal and international documents.

PC.SHDM.NGO/35/09 
13 July 2009

ENGLISH only 
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gard to ABTTF, it is stated that the few 
provocative statements by a specific 
NGO should leave the vast majority of 
the members of the Muslim minority in 
Thrace to continue living in harmony 
with their Christian fellow-Greek citi-
zens. 

With regard to the reply of Greece, 
Halit Habipoglu, President of ABTTF, 

stated “Greece had to reply to our written statement we 
submitted to the UN Human Rights Council, yet the reply is sig-
nificantly far away from being satisfactory. In Western Thrace, 
the Minority and majority has 
been living together in peace 
for a long period of time. Ho-
wever, due to the increasing 
news in visual and printed me-
dia that target the members 
of the Minority, social peace is 
under serious threat.” Regar-
ding the comment on ABTTF, 
Habipoglu stated “ABTTF 
brings all the happenings and 
realties in Western Thrace to 
the agenda of the internati-
onal community. Evaluating 
the realities as “provocative” 
is a clear signal that Greece 
avoids to build a genuine dia-
logue with the Minority”. 

The reply of Greece to the written statement of ABTTF can be 
reached under the link:

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/
hrcouncil/11session/docsgovernments.htm 

On 17 June 2009, the Permanent Mis-
sion of Greece to the UN Office in Ge-
neva replied to the written statement 
entitled “Discrimination on the Ground 
of Ethnicity: the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace and Hate Speech in the 
Media” that was submitted by the Fe-
deration of Western Thrace Turks in Eu-
rope (ABTTF) to the 11th session of the 
United Nations Human Rights Council. 

In the written reply, it is stated that based on the principle 
of equality before the law and of civil rights, as well as in the 
framework of rule of law, guaranteed by the Greek Constitu-
tion, the members of the “Muslim minority in Thrace, Greece” 
enjoy the same rights and obligations as any other Greek citi-
zen, irrespective of his or her religious beliefs. Accordingly, it is 
mentioned that the region of Thrace has long been a place of 
harmonious coexistence between Christians and Muslims, even 
before the terms “xenophobia” and/or “islamophobia” - “chris-
tianophobia” were brought to the agenda of the international 
community. Furthermore, it is noted that Thrace is a place whe-
re human rights and freedom of religion of the Muslim minority 
are fully respected. It is also stated in the written reply that 
fringe electronic or written media comments and one isolated 
incident of verbal violence –which has never been reported 
by the minority press or denounced to the authorities- cannot 
constitute a hate crime whatsoever, nor can they be the basis 
for any claims that a racist, hostile to the Muslim minority, envi-
ronment exists in Greece. 

In the written reply, it is asserted that the Government of Gre-
ece rejects any allegations of hate speech in the media, and 
on the contrary, one could turn not a blind eye to hate-biased 
speeches delivered by few but influential Muslim religious le-
aders in Thrace, which insult the Christian majority. With re-

Reply of the Permanent Mission of Greece 
to the UN Office in Geneva to the Federation 

of Western Thrace Turks in Europe

At the last session of the me-
eting on places of worship, 
Ms. Resit said that although 
the Greek Constitution gua-
ranteed freedom of religion 
and belief, there was neither 
appropriate place for exer-
cising religious activities nor 
graveyard in Athens where 
more than 300.000 Muslims 
live. Ms. Resit expressed that 
Western Thrace Turkish Mino-
rity faced serious problems in 

 
 
 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/HRC/11/G/1 
18 de junio de 2009 

ESPAÑOL 
Original:  INGLÉS 

CONSEJO DE DERECHOS HUMANOS 11º período de sesiones 
Tema 9 de la agenda 

RACISMO, DISCRIMINACIÓN RACIAL, XENOFOBIA Y FORMAS CONEXAS  DE INTOLERANCIA:  SEGUIMIENTO Y APLICACIÓN DE  LA DECLARACIÓN Y EL PROGRAMA DE ACCIÓN DE DURBAN 
Carta de fecha 17 de junio de 2009 dirigida a la Oficina del Alto  Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos  Humanos por la Misión Permanente de Grecia* 

 La Misión Permanente de Grecia ante la Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra y otras organizaciones internacionales en Suiza saluda atentamente a la Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos y tiene el honor de adjuntar las observaciones del Gobierno de Grecia sobre la declaración presentada por escrito al Consejo, en su 11º período de sesiones, en relación con el tema 9 de la agenda, por la Federación Europea de Turcos de Tracia Occidental, organización no gubernamental reconocida con carácter consultivo especial (A/HRC/11/NGO/25). 

 La Misión Permanente de Grecia pide a la Oficina del Alto Comisionado que tenga a bien distribuir el texto adjunto como documento del 11º período de sesiones. 

                                                 * Se reproduce en el anexo como se presentó, en el idioma original únicamente. 

GE.09-14308  (S)    020709    030709 

NACIONES 
UNIDAS A

Asamblea General 

restoring and building mosques, adding that height 
of minarets was another source of conflict. Further-
more, she drew attention to the problems the Tur-
kish Minority living in Rhodes and Kos islands face 
when practicing their religion, and noted that only 
one of the still existing 12 mosques in Rhodes was 
open for religious services. 

Regarding the places of worship, Ms. Hayrullah 
analyzed the problem of the height of minarets 
from a historical perspective stating that mosques 
in Demirbeyli, Kalenderköy and Sirkeli villages in 
Western Thrace had minaret building problems.
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European Court of Human Rights 
sentenced Greece regarding the 

case “Zeybek v. Greece”

On July 9th, 2009, the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR in the case of Zeybek 
v. Greece (Application No: 
46368/06)) sentenced Gree-
ce to money penalty. Bedriye 
Zeybek had prosecuted Gree-
ce due to Greece’s refusal to 
provide Mrs. Zeybek as “the 
mother of big family” life 
long pension. The Court held 
unanimously that there had 
been a violation of Article 1 
of Protocol No. 1 (protection 
of property) to the European 
Convention on Human Rights, 
and in conjunction with Ar-
ticle 14 (prohibition of discri-
mination) of the Convention. 
Additionally, under the Artic-
le 41 (fair satisfaction), the Co-
urt ruled Greece to pay 13,455 
Euro for pecuniary and non-
pecuniary damage and 2,500 
Euro for other expenses. 

Mrs. Zeybek, the applicant 
born in 1951, was denaturali-
zed by a decision of Ministry 
of Interior in 1984 when she 
was visiting Turkey with her 
family. Following the abo-
lishment of Article 19 in 1998, 
Mrs. Zeybek and her family 
applied for naturalization in 

November 1999.  Yet, Zeybek’s 
daughter, İlkay Zeybek’s appli-
cation was refused as she was 
married and under statutory 
age. Zeybek’s and her other 
daughters’ application were 
accepted. 

With the birth of her fourth 
daughter in 1982, Mrs. Zeybek 
became “the mother of a lar-
ge family”.  On 19 December 
2001, Mrs.Zeybek applied for 
a pension, payable for life, 
as the mother of a large fa-
mily, in accordance with law 
no. 1982/1990. However, her 
application was rejected on 
22 November 2002 on the gro-
und that her four children did 
not all have Greek nationality. 
On 22 May 1996 the Supreme 
Administrative Court decided 
that Article 21 of the Consti-
tution – which protects the 
family and motherhood – was 
relevant only to the need to 
preserve and promote the 
Greek nation and did not co-
ver foreign families living in 
Greece. However, European 
Court of Human Rights sta-
ted that even if one or more 
of the children ceased to be 
attached to the family and 

Press release and the Chamber judgment on Zeybek v. Greece 
case are available at the link:

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=2&portal=
hbkm&action=html&highlight=46368/06&sessionid=29593176

&skin=hudoc-pr-en 
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Press release issued by the Registrar 
 

CHAMBER JUDGMENT 
ZEÏBEK v. GREECE  

The European Court of Human Rights has today notified in writing its Chamber judgment1 in the case of Zeïbek v. Greece (application no. 46368/06). The Court held unanimously that there had been a violation of Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 (protection of property) to the European Convention on Human Rights, taken alone and in conjunction with Article 14 (prohibition of discrimination) of the Convention, on account of a refusal to grant the applicant a pension payable for life as the mother of a large family.  
Under Article 41 (just satisfaction) of the Convention, the Court awarded the applicant 13,455 euros (EUR) in respect of pecuniary and non-pecuniary damage and EUR 2,500 for costs and expenses. (The judgment is available only in French.)  
1.  Principal facts 
 
The applicant, Bedrie Zeïbek, is a Greek national who was born in 1951 and lives in Xanthi (Greece). 
 
Between 1974 and 1982 she had four children with her husband, who like her was a Greek citizen and a Muslim. When the fourth child was born she became the mother of a “large family” under Greek law. 
 
While the Zeïbek family were visiting the applicant’s father in Turkey, they all had their Greek nationality withdrawn by a decision of the Minister of the Interior dated 22 November 1984. That decision was based on Article 19 of the Nationality Code as then in force, authorising such a measure against “any person of foreign origin who leaves Greece without intending to resettle there”. The family’s appeals against that decision were dismissed.  
In 1998 Article 19 of the Nationality Code was repealed. The authorities then invited members of the Muslim community who had been deprived of their Greek nationality to apply for naturalisation, which the applicant and her family did on 4 November 1999. On                                                  1 Under Article 43 of the Convention, within three months from the date of a Chamber judgment, any party to the case may, in exceptional cases, request that the case be referred to the 17-member Grand Chamber of the Court. In that event, a panel of five judges considers whether the case raises a serious question affecting the interpretation or application of the Convention or its protocols, or a serious issue of general importance, in which case the Grand Chamber will deliver a final judgment. If no such question or issue arises, the panel will reject the request, at which point the judgment becomes final. Otherwise Chamber judgments become final on the expiry of the three-month period or earlier if the parties declare that they do not intend to make a request to refer. 

regardless of the children’s nationality (provided the mother 
lived permanently and legally in Greece), the status did not 
change. Thus, the Court found it surprising that the Supre-
me Administrative Court, in its judgment, had associated the 
granting of such protection with the “need to preserve and 
promote the Greek nation” – a criterion based not on Greek 
nationality but on national origin.

With regard to the judgment of ECHR, Halit Habipoglu, Pre-
sident of ABTTF, stated that “The case of Mrs. Zeybek has 
great importance for Western Thrace Turkish Minority. Re-
member that between 1955 and 1998, 60.000 members of 
the Turkish Minority of Western Thrace were denaturalized, 
losing all their citizenship rights. After the abolishment of 

the related law, the ones who applied for the Greek citizens-
hip were naturalized yet they lost their acquired rights. Now, 
the process continues very slowly and with high costs. Greece 
should give all the citizenship rights back to the persons who 
were deprived of their citizenship under the former Article 19 
of the Greek Nationality Code without making any distinction 
between the ones still living as stateless in Greece and the ones 
who acquired the citizenship of a third country.”
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Outrageous 
accusation from Daily Paratiritis 

against ABTTF
budget was an observer not 
only at the United Nations, 
but also at the Council of 
Europe, stressing that ABTTF 
was actually very “active” 
recently.

Habipoglu: 
ABTTF is a NGO, 

independent 
from politics and 

bureaucracy

About the issue, Halit Habi-
poglu, President of ABTTF, 
stated that “Paratiritis, that 
feels uncomfortable due to 
the successful activities of 
ABTTF, made an outrageous 
accusation against it. Clai-
ming that the reason behind 
our indignation letter add-
ressed to Secretary General 
of the Region of East Mace-
donia and Thrace is the sup-
port of Umit Yardim, Consul 
General of the Republic of 
Turkey in Stuttgart, is anot-
her outrageous accusation. 
ABTTF condemns that out-
rages and false accusation. 
ABTTF is an umbrella orga-
nization that was establi-
ehed in 1988 as a result of 
long lasting efforts of the 
Turkish Minority of Western 
Thrace living in Germany. 
Today, ABTTF connects 5100 
Greek citizens with Turkish 

Daily Paratiritis made news 
about the Federation of 
Western Thrace Turks in Eu-
rope (ABTTF) on July 30th, 
2009. As might be recalled, 
ABTTF had criticized Dimit-
ris Stamatis, Secretary Ge-
neral of the Region of East 
Macedonia and Thrace, due 
to his response to the news 
“Stamatis: to be removed 
from the office immedia-
tely” published in the daily 
Birlik. Following the indig-
nation letter of ABTTF, daily 
Paratiritis made an outrage-
ous accusation and claimed 
that Umit Yardım, Consul 
General of the Republic of 
Turkey in Stuttgart, is the 
main figure behind the in-
dignation letter of ABTTF. 
In the news, it was stated 
that Yardim, who officiated 
in Western Thrace five years 
ago, was one of the leading 
civil servants that served the 
interests of the Turkish Re-
public in the region, adding 
that according to the Greek 
authorities, main reason be-
hind the recent activities of 
ABTTF was the insistence of 
the aforementioned person 
(Yardim) to strengthen the 
Turkish identity and Tur-
kish concept in Thrace. In 
the news, it was underlined 
that ABTTF having a serious 
technical knowledge and 

origin from 
W e s t e r n 
Thrace and 
has 30 mem-
ber associ-
ations. As 
a pluralist, 
l iber tarian, 
d e m o c r a -
tic and law 
abiding or-
ganization, 
ABTTF is in-
dependent 
from poli-
tical parti-
es and go-
vernments. 
The main 
reason of 
e x i s t e n c e 
of ABTTF 
is to be 
c o n c e r -
ned with the problems 
of the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace and to find 
solutions for its problems. 
ABTTF has achieved a corpo-
rate identity and become a 
prestigious organization at 
international platforms. 
Reasons behind the 
efficient and suc-
cessful activities 
of ABTTF are 
the second and 
third generati-
on members of 
t h e 

Turkish Minority of Western 
Thrace who work at high 
level positions in Germany 
and the voluntary activities 
and great support of Wes-
tern Thrace Turkish Mino-
rity members living in other 

European countries. 
Today, including 

the members of 
the ABTTF Exe-
cutive Board, 
our members 
work volun-
tarily. Works 

coordinated by 
the ABTTF Exe-

cutive Board elec-
ted by the ABTTF As-
sembly of Delegates, 
brought that success. 
It is not fair to seek 
either an institution 
or a person behind 
that success.”
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Greek Foreign Minister 
Bakoyannis gave an interview to 

Daily Hurriyet  

On 1 August 2009, Greek Fo-
reign Minister Dora Bakoyan-
nis evaluated the relations 
between Turkey and Greece 
after Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter Ahmet Davutoglu took 
the office for the Daily Hur-
riyet. 

Bakoyannis: Greece 
is implementing a 

policy of “affirmative 
action”

Upon the questions regarding 
the statements of the Tur-
kish side about re-opening 
of the Heybeliada (Halki) 
Seminary, Bakoyanni stated 
that Greece was implemen-
ting a policy of “affirmative 

action” in Thrace, in favor of 
their Muslim fellow citizens 
in Western Thrace. As might 
be recalled, Turkey had said 
that re-opening of the Halki 
Seminary and granting rights 
to the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace should be 
taken into consideration si-
multaneously. Bakoyanni 
mentioned that the meeting 
she had with Turkish Foreign 
Minister Davutoglu in Korfu 
was very interesting, stating 
that when they discussed 
human rights, they both ag-
reed that it was the duty of 
modern European countries 
towards their citizens to pro-
tect them – especially mino-
rity rights.   Bakoyanni stated 
that “Everyone in Greece en-

the necessary actions to imp-
rove the rights of the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace, 
but also remember that Wes-
tern Thrace Turks are Greek 
citizens whose rights should 
be taken under guarantee. 
Yet, the ones who closely 
monitor the region know 
that the situation is far 

away from being 
optimal. Statements, which 
are formulated for the inter-
national community, do not 
reflect the current situation 
in the region, yet rather figu-
red out by the government 
consciously. Thus, Greece 
misinforms the international 
community by presenting an 
artificial and incorrect outlo-
ok. The ones, who seem to 
believe the story made up by 
the Greek government, sho-
uld understand that we will 
never be fooled by such sta-
tements.”
 

The news regarding the 
interview of Bakoyannis is 

available under the link 

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/
gundem/12192917.asp  

while the full interview is 
available at 

http://www.mfa.gr/
www.mfa.gr/Articles/en-

US/010809_P1845.htm

joys the rights and privileges 
of a European citizen” adding 
that “Respect of these rights 
is in no way a bilateral issue 
between Greece and Turkey. 
(…) the idea of reciprocity 
runs contrary to any notion 
of human rights protection 
in the modern world. In the 
twenty first century human 
rights protection can not 
serve purposes of political 
expediency.”

Habipoglu: Greece 
misinforms the 
international 
community 

Regarding the statements 
of Bakoyannis, Halit Habi-
poglu, President of the Fe-
deration of Western Thra-
ce Turks in Europe (ABTTF) 
commented that “Interview 
of Bakoyannis to Daily Hurri-
yet shows that Greece wants 
to stay away from the recip-
rocity principle related to the 
Turkish Minority of Western 
Thrace. Yet, the reciprocity 
principle, guaranteed by the 
Lausanne Treaty, aims to se-
cure the rights of the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace 
Western living in Greece and 
the Greek minority living in 
Turkey. In the 21st century, 
common belief of the inter-
national community should 
be summarized; free of condi-
tions in human and minority 
rights, improving and pro-
tecting human and minority 
rights should be the main aim 
of the authorities without re-
ferring to reciprocity princip-
le. As a result of that belief, 
Greece should not only take 
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Minister Evripidis 
Stilianidis organized a meeting 

in Komotini
and Greek, adding that the 
activities of his party regar-
ding the Minority were actu-
ally positive and successful. 

Stilianidis stated, “Thrace is a 
very good example of a open 
democratic society”, adding 
that the Government not only 
tried hard to improve the li-
ving standards in the re-
gion, but also moderni-
zed the infrastructure of 
schools to provide a more 
qualified education. With 
regard to the issue of re-

ligion, Stilianidis defined 
the “Appointed Imams Law”, which was seriously criti-
cized by the Minority, as a step to strengthen respect 
for Islam.  

“Talk of former Minister of Education and Religious Af-
fairs does not go beyond repeating the already known 
facts. Is it possible to define an understanding, which 
does not consider other party’s views, as a “modern 
minority policy”? When you do not take the opinion 
of the Minority about the issues that directly affect it, 
then you can not say “all these are for the Minority”. 
Such decisions and implementations are only for them-
selves. Yet, we are happy that the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace can understand the logic and the real bene-
ficiaries of the Greek minority policy. The New Democracy 
Party, which has been in office since 2004, has not realized 
any of its pre-election promises. Furthermore, the Minority 
faces serio-
us problems 
due to the 
i m p l e m e n -
tation of 
“Appointed 
Imams Law” 
which was 
a d o p t e d 
during the 
governance 
of the New 
Democracy 
Party. On 
the educa-
tion front, 

At a meeting held on July 
9th, 2009 in Komotini, for-
mer Minister of Education 
and Religious Affairs Evripi-
dis Stilianidis explained the 
“Modern Minority Policy” of 
the Government of Greece. 
According to Millet weekly, 
at the meeting, at which 
mainly the issues of educati-
on and schools were discus-
sed, there were about 200 
participants, among them 
representatives of local go-
vernments that support the 
governing party New De-
mocracy Party, and other 
eminent people. 

Stilianidis talked 
about the “Modern 

Minority policy” 
of the Greek 

Government (!)

In his speech, Stilianidis sum-
marized the activities of the 
New Democracy Party regar-
ding the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace since 2004. 
Stilianidis informed the par-
ticipants about the booklet 
published in Turkish, English 

the members of the Mino-
rity see that despite all the 
efforts to solve the problems 
stemming from “bilingu-
al minority kindergartens” 
implementation, there is no 
improvement on that side. In 
such an environment, Stilia-
nidis talk about the “Modern 
Minority Policy” is clearly a 

move towards the Minority 

before a possible early electi-
on.” commented Halit Habi-
poglu, President of ABTTF.
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On 2 September 2009, the 
Mosque of Okcular Village, 
Xanthi, was again set on fire.  
According to the news of da-
ily Birlik, police officers, who 
inspected the crime scene, 
ascertained the occurrence 
as an incendiary action. Uni-
dentified person or persons 
spoiled gasoline on the mos-
que carpets, after removing 
the iron railings and brea-
king a window to entry the 
mosque. As a result of the 
incendiary action, carpets of 
the mosque completely bur-
ned down and the air con-

ditioner lapsed. Furthermore, chandelier, 
wood coatings, pulpit, altar and the Koran 
of the mosque were also damaged, accor-
ding to the news of Rodop Rüzgarı. On 3 
September, the religious official, entrusted 
with opening the mosque for the Taravish 
pray, noticed the incendiary action, which 
took place during the night of the 2nd Sep-
tember. It is emphasized that the fire luckily 
extinguished by itself  without transmitting 
to plants  placed in the mosque. 

Today, only seven Turkish families are living in 
the village of Okcular (located on the west border of Western 
Thrace) next to a Christian majority. During the general elec-
tions of 2004, the mosque was set on fire for the first time on 

the 7 March and as a result completely burned 
down. The second incendiary action took place 
in 2007, and now on the day of the early elec-
tion announcement  of  Greece for the 4th of 
October 2009, the mosque became a place of 
vandalism again. 

With regard to the incendiary action, Halit 
Habipoglu, President of the Federation of 
Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF) sta-
ted that “We strongly condemn the attacks 
on the Okcular Mosque and demand the res-
ponsible certainly to be caught and punished 

Üyelik ve ayrıntılı bilgi için:
Tel.: +49 2302 91 32 91 
+49 (0) 176 239 60 553
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The ABTTF newsletter in four languages, namely in Turkish, 
English, Greek and German will start its fourth coming year.

The ABTTF newsletter, in which the current issues with 
regard to the Turkish Minority of Western Thrace, the 
latest occurrences in Western Thrace and Greece, in 
particular with regard to the minority issues and policies, 
international activities and lobbying of ABTTF aimed at 
finding solutions for the problems of the Turkish Minority 
and information on the activities of the associations of the 
Turkish Minority of Western Thrace throughout Europe 
and the world are dealt with, is being followed with great 
interest not only by Western Thrace Turks, but also by 
large parts of the public.

To get more information on subscription to the ABTTF 
Newsletter, please contact us.

Mosque of 
Okcular Village again set on fire

for their action of crime. The 
attacks on mosques, functi-
oning as places of worship, 
deeply afflict and worry the 
Turkish Minority of Western 
Thrace. The increasing amo-
unt of attacks on members 
of the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace or their rep-
resenting institutions cre-
ates nervousness and fear 
and the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace should un-
derstand the early elections 
as an opportunity to present 
its voting power as a respon-
se to the happenings.”


