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Federation of Western Thrace 
Turks in Europe (ABTTF) paid a 
formal visit to the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe (PACE) between 22 
and 24 June 2009. Under the 
scope of 3 day formal visit 
paid parallel to the 3rd Ple-
nary Session of PACE in 2009, 
the Turkish Minority of Wes-
tern Thrace was represented 
by Halit Habipoglu, President 
of ABTTF and K. Engin Soyyil-
maz, person in charge of in-
ternational affairs. ABTTF pre-
sented its work on the Turkish 
Minority’s political represen-
tation that covers the prob-
lem of 3% electoral threshold 
to the related people.  

3% electoral threshold 
and the Turkish Minority’s 

political representation 
problem

ABTTF met Isild Heurtin, De-
puty Secretary of the PACE 
Committee on Legal Affairs 
and Human Rights and Uwe 
Müller, Political Adviser on 
Turkey, Greece and Cyprus at 
Directorate General of Democ-
racy and Political Affairs of 
the Council of Europe. In that 
framework, representatives 
of ABTTF had also a meeting 
with Alain Chablais from the 
Division of Democratic Institu-
tions and Fundamental Rights 
of the Venice Commission. 

During the meetings, it was 
underlined that following 
1990’s general elections in 
Greece when two Minority 

MPs had been elected, then 
a new election law had been 
adopted, and accordingly, in 
addition to the political par-
ties, independent MPs would 
be object to nationwide 3% 
electoral threshold. Additi-
onally, it was stated that the 
province of Rhodopi with Ev-
ros province, and the provin-
ce of Xanthi with Kavala and 
Drama provinces were mer-
ged to form enlarged electo-
ral districts which had been 
designed to prevent the elec-
tion of Turkish origin gover-
nors and local executives.

Freedom of association 
and the case of Turkish 

Union of Xanthi

During the meeting with Uwe 
Müller, ABTTF delegation 

detailed the case of Turkish 
Union of Xanthi (as might be 
recalled, the Union was closed 
due to the Turkish term in its 
name) and the ongoing pro-
cess about the case. It was re-
minded that despite the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights’ 
verdict, Xanthi Court of First 
Instance had rejected the de-
mand of the Union to get the 
pre-1983 status back in May 
2009. Additionally, it was ad-
ded that the Greek authori-
ties had banned the founda-
tion of the Minority Culture 
and Education Association of 
Southern Evros.

Common standards for the 
protection of minorities 

and ECRI’s fourth country 
report on Greece

ABTTF at Summer Session 
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Nr 14 | June - July 2009 | Year 5

ABTTF at Summer Session
of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council 
of Europe...............Page 1 - 2

Bakoyannis:

Greece respects 
minority rights..... Page 2 - 3

ABTTF submitted 
a written statement to 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Council........... Page 3

ABTTF at the OSCE 
Supplementary 
Human Dimension 
Meeting..................... Page 4

ABTTF at the 2nd meeting 
of the Fundamental 
Rights Platform......... Page 5

Michel Hunault, 
rapporteur of PACE, 
released his report on 
Western Thrace......... Page 6

Xanthi Civil Court 
rejected the case of 
İskeçe (Xanthi) 
Turkish Union.............Page 7

Reply of the Greek 
Government to the written 
statement of ABTTF on 
“Appointed 
Imam Law”................ Page 8

Contents



ABTTF News

2� ABTTF Newsletter | Nr 14 | June - July 2009

Habipoglu: 
Statements of Ms. 
Bakoyannis do not 
reflect the reality in 

Western Thrace 

Regarding the statements of 
Bakoyannis, Halit Habipoglu, 
President of the Federation 
of Western Thrace Turks in 

Europe (ABTTF) stated that 
“Statements of Ms. Bakoyan-
nis do not reflect the reality 
in Western Thrace. The reality 
is being distorted consciously. 
Ms. Bakoyannis, who defined 
mutuality and reciprocity 
principles as inconceivable, 
decreased the number of Tur-
kish teachers who are sent 
by Turkish government to 

Ms. Dora Bakoyannis, Mi-
nister of Foreign Affairs of 
Greece, made a statement 
following the statements by 
Turkish Prime Minister, Mr. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Hal-
ki (Heybeliada) Seminary. Ba-
koyannis stated that in Thra-
ce, Greece implemented a 
policy in accordance not only 
with Lausanne Treaty and but 
also with the principles of in-
ternational law and EU Law, 
adding that Greece aimed 
to deepen “equality before 
the law” among her citizens. 
Bakoyannis said that “Mu-
tuality and reciprocation on 
these issues is inconceivable 
in this day and age”, adding 
that Greek authorities took 
positive measures to streng-
then status of minority. As 
a last comment, Bakoyannis 
expressed that “Muslims” in 
Thrace were Greek citizens 
and were proud of that.”

Bakoyannis: 
Greece respects minority rights

Western Thrace unilaterally, 
violating the principles of the 
bilateral agreement signed 
with Turkey. Reasoning be-
hind the decrease in the num-
ber of Turkish teachers is the 
fall in the population of Gre-
ek citizens living in Turkey. 
Greece opted to decrease the 
number of Turkish teachers 
that are sent from Turkey to 
Western Thrace based on re-
ciprocity principle. Talking 
about Greece as a country 
that is respectful to principles 
of international and EU law 
is rather naïve. Despite the 
verdict of European Court of 
Human Rigts convicted Gre-
ece on violating “association 
freedom”, Greece still insists 
to implement the ban aga-
inst the foundation of asso-
ciations with Turkish names. 
We should ask Greece that 
claims to take positive steps 
to strengthen the status of 

ABTTF spoke with Boriss Cilevics, 
Latvian MP and member of the Sub-
Committee on Rights of Minorities 
Rights, about his report on the pro-
tection of minorities in Europe. Addi-
tionally, during the talks with Stepha-
nos Stavros, new Executive Secretary 
of the European Commission aga-
inst Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 
and Aline Usanese, lawyer at ECRI 
Secretariat, ABTTF delegation got 
the information that the 4th co-
untry report of ECRI on Greece would 
be published in September 2009. 

Habipoglu: Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council 

of Europe is of vital 
importance for the Turkish 

Minority 

Halit Habipoglu, President of ABTTF 
stated that “ABTTF follows the works 
of the Council of Europe on human 
and minority rights very closely and 
so determines its own work schedule 
and strategy. The reports by Thomas 

Hammerberg, Human Rights Commis-
sioner of the Council of Europe and 
Michel Hunault, French MP, dealing 
with Greece underlines the importan-
ce of long lasting lobbying. The report 
by Hunault will come to the agenda of 
the fall plenary session of PACE and 
will be voted.” 
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example; on March 4th, in 
Hronos daily, with regard 
to the report submitted by 
Thomas Hammarberg, Com-
missioner for Human Rights 
of the Council of Euro-
pe, on human rights of 
minorities in Greece, it 
was commented that 
“Those who have gi-
ven information to the 
Rapporteur are those 
who benefit from the 
focal points which try 
to make non-existent 
minorities exist and 
destroy the stability 
in the country”. 

With regard to the 
attacks against per-
sons belonging to 
the Turkish Minority, 
the physical attack 
against Abdulha-
lim Dede, owner of 
the newspaper Trakya’nın 
Sesi and of the radio station 
ISIK FM, while he was on-air 
during the morning prog-
ramme broadcasted by the 
Antenna TV is also referred 
in the written statement.

aggravated conditions in de-
termining the punishment. 
Law 3304/2005 provides that 
if the aim is legal and condi-
tionally proportional, racial 
and/or ethnical based treat-
ments can not be regarded 
“discriminatory“. ABTTF un-
derlines that the problem 
lies in the racism interpreta-
tion of the Greek judiciary 
authorities. 

Turkish minority 
and hate speech 

in the media

In the written statement, it 
is underlined that despite 
the Code of Professional Et-
hics and Social Responsibility 
of the Journalists’ Union of 
Athens Daily Newspapers, 
the National Commission 
for Human Rights approved 
that there was an increasing 
tendency in creating 
stereotypes and prejudiced 
opinions in the local media.  

In the written statement, 
it is stated that the Greek 
media increasingly targets 
the Turkish minority. As an 

Federation of Western Thra-
ce Turks in Europe (ABTTF) 
submitted a written state-
ment to the 11th session of 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Council held from 2 to 
June 2009. The written sta-
tement entitled “Discrimina-
tion on the Ground of Eth-
nicity: the Turkish Minority 
of Western Thrace and Hate 
Speech in Media” discusses 
the current legislation that is 
to prevent discrimination & 
hate crimes and hate speech 
in the media in Greece.

The written statement states 
that Law 927/1979 does not 
consider racist and/or preju-
diced opinions to be taken as 

ABTTF submitted a written 
statement to the United Nations 

Human Rights Council

ABTTF emphasizes that inc-
reasing number of physical 
attacks against the Minority 
journalists creates serious 
concerns, demanding Greek 
authorities to define ethni-
city based crimes as an agg-
ravated factor in determining 
the punishment of the crime. 
Halit Habipoglu, President of 
ABTTF, stated that “In our co-
untry, groups with different 
ethnicity and religion are the 
targets of physical and verbal 
violence. Greek authorities 
should take necessary steps 
to prevent hate and bias-
motivated crimes. Otherwi-
se, peace among the citizens 
that make up the community 
will be in danger.“

The full text of the written 
statement submitted by 

ABTTF to the 11th session of 
the United Nations Hu-

man Rights Council can be 
retrieved at http://ap.ohchr.

org/documents/sdpage_e.
aspx?b=10&se=92&t=7. 

GE.09-

UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly Distr.
GENERAL 

A/HRC/11/NGO/25
9 June 2009 

ENGLISH ONLY 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
Eleventh session 
Agenda item 9 

RACISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, XENOPHOBIA AND RELATED FORMS OF INTOLERANCE, FOLLOW-UP AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DURBAN DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION 
Written statement* submitted by the Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe (ABTTF), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status 

 The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which is circulated in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31. 

[22 May 2009] 

* This written statement is issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting non-governmental organization(s). 

“Muslim” minority, other 
than implementing 0.5% qu-
ota on university entrance, 
what other constructive steps 
have been taken to streng-
then the social status of the 
Minority? There are several 
examples of the difficulties 
that the Turkish Minority fa-
ces. We are proud to be Gre-
ek citizens. Yet, we are figh-
ting in our country, Greece, 
to express our Turkish iden-
tity and to live under equal 
conditions with other Greek 
citizens. Thus, Greece should 
understand that we are not a 
threat to our country, but rat-
her a factor that contributes 
to the cultural wealth.”

The full text of the state-
ment of Ms. Dora Bakoyan-
nis can be retrieved at
http://www.mfa.gr/
www.mfa.gr/Articles/en-
US/12062009_ALK1129.htm.
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ABTTF at the 
OSCE Supplementary Human 

Dimension Meeting

Federation of Western Thrace 
Turks in Europe (ABTTF) parti-
cipated between 4 and 5 May 
2009 in Vienna in the Supp-
lementary Human Dimension 
Meeting: hate crimes - effec-
tive implementation of legis-
lation organized by the Office 
for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights (ODIHR) of 
the Organization of Security 
and Cooperation for Europe 
(OSCE). At the meeting held 
at Hofburg Convention Cen-
ter, the Turkish Minority of 
Western Thrace was represen-
ted by Fatma Resit, member 
of ABTTF International Affairs 
Department and Sinan Kavaz, 
Executive Board member of 
the Western Thrace Minority 
University Graduates Associ-
ation and Pervin Hayrullah, 
ex-member of the Executive 
Board of the Association.

Greece is incompetent 
at fighting against 

hate crimes

At the round table discussion, 
non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) shared their 
ideas regarding the structural 

and systematic barriers aga-
inst the definition of hate cri-
mes and ways to combat the 
defined barriers. Representa-
tives of the NGOs underlined 
the need not only to formu-
late special laws to guarantee 
the human rights of the mino-
rities but also to assure their 
implementation. 

“Greek Nation” 
expression in the 

Code of Police Ethics 
is a discriminatory 

expression 

Fatma Resit from ABTTF un-
derlined at the second session 
held on 5 May 2009 with the 
title “Improving the Policing 

and Prosecution of Hate Cri-
mes” that hate crimes did not 
target one individual but rat-
her exercised against a com-
munity. Accordingly, Resit un-
derlined the importance of a 
well-educated, objective and 
detached police force, adding 
that Greece was incompe-
tent at fighting hate crimes. 
Furthermore Resit said that 
“Article 1 of the Code of Po-
lice Ethics Law no: 254 dated 
2004 states the duty of the 
police to serve Greek nation 
and act in accordance with 
the Constitutional Law and 
other laws”. Thus, Resit sta-
ted that instead of Greek ci-
tizens, usage of Greek nation 
was an implicit discrimination 
on ethnical basis. 

Additionally, ABTTF presented 
the written statement that 
focused on the regulations 
regarding hate crimes in Gree-
ce and hate speeches and the 
increasing number of physical 
attacks targeting the Turkish 
Minority of Western Thrace. 

Halit Hapipoglu, President of 
ABTTF, stated that “ABTTF 
with its presentation at the 
meeting reiterated the prob-
lems stemming from the disc-
rimination on ethnic bases 
in Greece to the attention 
of international community. 
The Greek Delegation did not 
make any objection to the 
presentation of ABTTF which 
clearly shows the justness of 
ABTTF arguments”. 
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ABTTF at the 
2nd meeting of the Fundamental 

Rights Platform

and Discrimination Sur-
vey (EU-MIDIS)” published 
by the European Union 
Agency for Fundamental 
Rights (FRA). Second base 
was the discussion of the 
NGOs’ proposals regarding 
the 2011 Work Programme 
of the FRA.

Advisory Panel will 
form a corporate link 
between the Agency 

and the Platform

Main highlight from 2nd me-
eting of the Fundamental 
Rights Platform is the elec-
tion of the members of the 
“Advisory Panel” that will 
form a corporate link betwe-
en the Fundamental Rights 
Agency and the Fundamen-
tal Rights Platform. For one 
year, nine members of the 
Advisory Panel will repre-
sent the Platform instead of 
representing their own orga-
nizations. 

“The Fundamental 
Rights Platform was 
established by the EU 
Agency for Fundamen-
tal Rights for the pur-
pose of forming dialog 
and cooperation with 
the civil society. Thus, 
it is a great opportunity 
for ABTTF to be a part 
and contribute to the 
process.” stated Melek 
Kirmaci. 

Halit Habipoglu, Pre-
sident of ABTTF said, 
“ABTTF as a member of 

Federation of Western Thra-
ce Turks in Europe (ABTTF) 
represented by Melek Kırma-
ci, member of International 
Affairs Department, partici-
pated in the second meeting 
of the European Fundamen-
tal Rights Platform (FRP) that 
was held in Vienna between 
5 and 6 May 2009. Meanw-
hile, the meeting brought 
the representatives of non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs) operating in various 
European countries together, 
thus was a significant event 
for presenting the problems 
of the Turkish Minority to 
the attention of the interna-
tional community. 

Discrimination is a 
part of life in the 
European Union

2nd meeting of the Funda-
mental Rights Platform was 
formed on 2 bases. First base; 
the Platform made a study 
on the current and prospec-
tive impacts of economic cri-
sis on human rights. Second 
headline in the first base 
was the detailed presen-
tation of the results of the 
“European Union Minorities 

the Fundamental Rights Platform has the opportunity to get 
a part and contribute to the improvements in the area of the 
fundamental rights in the EU. Any step taken by the Platform 
due to its mission to form cooperation with civil society will 
directly affect the future of minorities and migrant groups 
living in Europe. Furthermore, ABTTF is member of the Euro-
pean Dialogue Forum that established a formal cooperation 
and dialogue between the minorities living in Europe and the 
European Parliament. Thus, on two bases, ABTTF participates 
at EU le-
vel all the 
a c t i v i t i -
es regar-
ding basic 
rights and 
m i n o r i t y 
r i g h t s . 
16. Term 
A B T T F 
E x e c u t i -
ve Board 
continues 
its work. 
The mee-
ting of the Youth of European Nationalities (YEN), Durban 
Review Conference, 2nd Ordinary Session of the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Europe, OSCE Supplemen-
tary Human Dimension Meeting and now the 2nd meeting of 
the Fundamental Rights Platform…ABTTF continues to work 
with its young and dynamic team and management unders-
tanding”.
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Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Euro-
pe (PACE) published on 
21 April 2009 the report 
entitled “Freedom of re-
ligion and other human 
rights for non-Muslim 
minorities in Turkey and 
for the Muslim minority 
in Thrace (Eastern Gre-
ece)”. Highlights from 
the report can be sum-
marized as follows:

• Both Greece and Tur-
key should treat all 

their citizens belonging to religious minorities in accordance 
with the provisions of the European Convention on Human 
Rights – rather than invoking “reciprocity” principle stated by 
the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne. 

• In Thrace, Muslim minority has a population of around 
80,000-120,000 while it is stated that Muslim minority consti-
tuted of 3 ethnic & linguistic groups. Meanwhile, the percen-
tage of Turkish origin & Turkish speaking Muslim minority in 
the total minority population is around 40%-50%. 

• Hunault gives considerable importance to the criticisms re-
garding the application of Sharia law by the Muftis on family 
and inheritance law – which raises serious questions of com-
patibility with the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights. Meanwhile, 
reactions of the Minority members 
to the appointment of 240 Imams by 
the Law No: 3536/2007 is also discus-
sed in the report. 

• In the report, it is underlined that 
Vakfs Law No: 3647/2008 was prepa-
red without taking the opinion of 
the Minority. Furthermore, it is sta-
ted that the amendments that were 
requested by the Minority were not 
taken into consideration. Apart 
from that problem, the report no-
tes that the verdict that foresees 
exemption of the vakfs from inco-
me tax and wiping out the debt of 
the vakfs has not been in force as 
of yet. 

• As for the educational problems 
of the Turkish minority, problems 
regarding the number of minority 

schools and teac-
hers are discussed. 
In addition to the 
paragraphs on the 
programme entit-
led “Education of 
Muslim Children” 
and the book in 
Turkish langua-
ge, request of the 
Minority for the 
status change of 
the Special Teac-
her Training Aca-
demy of Thessalo-
niki (EPATH) is also dealed in the report..  

• Apart from the bilingual kindergarten problem, comments 
of the Turkish and Greek delagations on the election of mem-
bers of the boards of minority schools and related problems 
are also noted in the report.

• Rapporteur also discusses that there are some initiatives to 
force the citizens who define themselves as Pomak or Roman 
to integrate with the Turkish minority. 

• As for freedom of association, it is noted that contrary to 
Pomak or Roman minorities, Turkish minority faces serious 
problems if it wants to exercise its right to use its ethnic name 
in the titles of its associations. 

• Regarding the Article 19 problem, 
citing the report prepared by Thomas 
Hammarberg, Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights of the Council of Europe, 
the report calls the Greek authorities 
to take more initiatives. 

• Halit Habipoglu, President of the 
Federation of Western Thrace Turks in 
Europe (ABTTF), stated that “Report 
does not fully satisfy the Turkish mino-
rity although it presents the problems 
of the Turkish minority. It is clearly seen 
that claim of the Greek authorities on 
the population of Turkish minority af-
fected the content of the report. Igno-
ring the autonomous religious structu-
re of the Minority, the report supports 
the thesis of Greece about the Muftis 
problem. Accordingly, the Minority co-
uld elect Muftis under the condition 
that Muftis could serve only in religious 
matters”.

Michel Hunault, rapporteur of PACE, 
released his report on Western Thrace
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not reflect the truth.  Greece 
continues to violate Turkish 
minority’s freedom of asso-
ciation. Recently, in Meriç 
Province, Dedeagaç Court 
rejected the foundation app-
lication of “South Meriç Mi-
nority Culture and Education 
Association”, claiming that 
“minority” term has an ambi-
guous meaning. 

We think all these are very 
ironic in a country that is 
proud of being the “crad-
le of democracy”. Reports 
on Greece clearly reflect its 
bad record regarding hu-
man rights and freedom of 
association. Despite the fact 
that Mr.Hammarberg, Euro-
pean Council Commissioner 
for Human Rights, obviously 
criticized Greece, and unfor-
tunately it does not still take 
any measure to improve the 
situation. Yet, Turkish mi-
nority will not give up. We, 
as ABTTF, will continue to 
present the problems of the 
Western Thrace Turkish Mi-
nority on the international 
platforms and tell the truth 
to international community”. 

Xanthi Civil Court rejected 
the case of 

İskeçe (Xanthi) Turkish Union

parties, yet postponed the 
announcement of the verdict. 
Now, rejection of the Court 
disappointed the Turkish mi-
nority seriously, hampering 
their belief that democracy 
still exists in Greece. 

The association which was 
founded in 1927 under the 
name of “Xanthi Turkish Yo-
uth Home” changed its name 
to “Xanthi Turkish Union” in 
1936. In 1983, name plate of 
the association was unrave-
led and the Union was shut 
down in 1986 after the Xant-
hi Governorship won the suit 
which was filed on the claim 
that “there is no Turkish mi-
nority in Western Thrace”. 
Xanthi Turkish Union applied 
to European Court of Human 
Rights (ECHR) on February 
7th 2005 following the Greek 
Supreme Court’s verdict. In 
2008, ECHR convicted Gree-
ce due to violation of Artic-
le 11 of the European Human 
Rights Convention. After 
three months of objection 
period, Greek state declared 

İskeçe (Xanthi) Civil Court of 
First Instance rejected the 
case of İskeçe (Xanthi) Tur-
kish Union (ITB) regarding 
the restoration demand of 
pre-1983 legal status. Follo-
wing the verdict of Europe-
an Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) that convicted Greece 
on March 27th 2008, İTB filed 
a suit for the restoration of 
its pre-1983 legal status and 
the first trial was exercised in 
Dec 2008.

Xanthi Civil Court accepted 
the written defense of both 

to appeal the decision to High 
Court of ECHR in June 2008. 
Yet, the ECHR unanimously 
voted in favor of Xanthi Tur-
kish Union and rejected the 
demand of Greece. 

Greece insists on not 
implementing the 
verdict of ECHR

In his interview with daily 
Gündem, Orhan Hacıibram, 
Attorney of ITB, stated that 
they could not make a deta-
iled explanation as they do 
not yet have the verdict of 
the Xanthi Civil Court as of 
yet, adding that fight does 
still continue. Hacıibram exp-
ressed their disappointment 
against the verdict of the Co-
urt since they had thought 
that the Court would decide 
in favor of ITB. 

Halit Habipoglu, chairman of 
Federation of Western Thra-
ce Turks in Europe (ABTTF), 
stated that “Despite the fact 
that on March 27th 2008 
ECHR convicted Greece, app-
roving its violation of “free-
dom of association”, Greece 
insists on not 
implementing 
the verdict of 
ECHR. We see 
that Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs’ 
declaration of 
respect to the 
verdict of the 
Court, and its 
promise to imp-
lement the ver-
dict, clearly does 



ABTTF News

8� ABTTF Newsletter | Nr 14 | June - July 2009

ABTTF Cenaze fonu

„Yarınınızı da düşünün“

 
Avrupa Batı Trakya Türk Federasyonu
Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe
Föderation der West-Thrakien Türken in Europa
Ευρωπαϊκή Ομοσπονδία Τούρκων Δυτικής Θράκης 
 
Bank account: Stadtsparkasse Witten 
Account No.: 37598 · BLZ: 452 500 35 
Founded: 28.02.1988, VR 1954, Giessen 
 
Wemerstr. 2 · 58454 Witten · Germany 
Tel.: +49 2302 91 32 91 · Fax: +49 2302  91 32 93 
E-Mail: info@abttf.org 
www.abttf.org 
 
Broadcast Manager:	 Özkan Resit 
Editor: 		  Lokman Aydoğan

ABTTFABTTF Newsletter

The Greek Go-
vernment repli-
ed on 20 March 
2009 to the 
written state-
ment on “Ap-
pointed Imams 
Law” submitted 
by the Federa-
tion of Western 
Thrace Turks in 
Europe (ABTTF) to the 10th 
Session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council.

In its answer, the Greek Go-
vernment stated that exten-
ding the financial and social 
rights of a group of Greek 
citizens was an example of 
modern state, adding that 
such an implementation wo-
uld only disturb the ones that 
wanted Muslim minority in 
Western Thrace to stay isola-
ted from the rest of the po-
pulation. 

The Greek Government dec-
lared that Law 536/2007 did 
not include imams necessarily 
as they were elected by mino-
rity members, yet adding that 
imams could benefit from the 
law. The Greek Government 
also claimed that “appointed 
imams” term was a clear dis-
tortion. Regarding the Chris-
tian Committee, the Greek 
Government stated that the 
Committee investigated only 
the judicial records, military 
service and primary school 
diplomas.   

Üyelik ve ayrıntılı bilgi için:
Tel.: +49 2302 91 32 91 
+49 (0) 176 239 60 553

Posta adresi:
Wemerstraße 2

58454 Witten · ALMANYA

The News Bulletins published by ABTTF in four languages, 
namely in Turkish, English, German and Greek will start its 
fourth incoming year.

ABTTF News Bulletins, in which the current issues with 
regard to the Western Thrace Turkish minority, the latest 
occurrences in Western Thrace and in Greece, in particular 
with regard to the minority issues and policies, international 
activities and lobbying of ABTTF aimed at finding solutions 
for the problems of the Turkish minority and information 
on the activities of the Western Thrace Turkish associations 
throughout Europe and the world are dealt with, are being 
followed with great interest by Western Thrace Turks and by 
large parts of the public.

To get more information on subscription to ABTTF News 
Bulletin, please contact us.

Reply of the Greek Government to 
the written statement of ABTTF on 

“Appointed Imam Law”
The Greek Government as-
serted that Lausanne Treaty 
(Section II) did not refer to 
the Treaty of Athens and 
public opinion poll method 
for electing imams. Thus, 
the Greek Government clai-
med that Muftis were never 
elected by Muslim minority 
and Law 2345/1920 was ne-
ver implemented. 

The Greek Government sta-
ted that after the abolition 
of Law 2345/1920 in 1991, 
Law 1920/1991 regulated the 
status of Muftis. In its writ-
ten answer, the Greek State 

asserted that leading Mus-
lim figures contributed to 
the appointment process of 
Muftis while Muftis had ju-
dicial authority in matters of 
family and inheritance law. 

With regard to the reply 
of the Greek Government, 
Halit Habipoglu, President 
of ABTTF stated: “Reply 
of the Greek government 
is significantly far away 
from reflecting the truth. 
Without solving Muftis 
problem, the Greek Govern-
ment tries to extend the 
competence area of “appo-
inted” Muftis, which is to 
be regarded as an attempt 
to limit religious autonomy 
of the Turkish minority. 
The regarding law was prepa-
red without taking the opini-
on of the minority into con-
sideration. Is this a modern 
state implementation?”
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