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Motion for a resolution 
presented by Mr Gross and others 
 
 

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who have signed it 

 
 
1. The protection of human and minority rights constitutes the core work of the Council of Europe. That is 
why the Parliamentary Assembly discussed a report on "Gökçeada (Imbros) and Bozcaada (Tenedos): 
preserving the bicultural character of the two Turkish islands as a model for co-operation between Turkey 
and Greece in the interest of the people concerned". 
 
2. The situation of the Turkish minority in Rhodes (Rodos) and Kos (Istanköy) in Greece should also be 
addressed. Their minority rights seem to remain a cause of concern for the Turkish community. 
 
3. The minority rights enshrined in the Lausanne Peace Treaty of 1923 and European standards on 
minority rights should be applied to persons of Turkish ethnic origin of those islands. The fact that those 
islands were not part of Greece when the Lausanne Peace Treaty was signed should not be a reason to 
deprive the Turkish population on the islands of their minority rights. 
 
4. The Assembly recalls that the population of the Turkish minority on the islands continues to decline 
since 1967. 
 
5. Turkish schools in Rhodes (Rodos) and Kos (Istanköy) ceased to operate in 1972. According to the 
latest information received, the Turkish minority on the islands is denied the right to education in their mother 
tongue. They are not even allowed to organise weekend schools or additional classes. 
 
6. The Turkish minority on the islands encounter restrictions in practicing their religion. The seat of the 
Mufti has remained vacant since 1972. Only one of the still existing 12 mosques in Rhodes (Rodos) is open 
for religious services. 
 
7. In view of the above, 
 
- we express our concern on the situation of the Turkish minority in Rhodes (Rodos) and Kos (Istanköy);  
 
- we ask the Bureau of the Assembly to examine the situation of the Turkish minority on Rhodes 
(Rodos) and Kos (Istanköy) and to instruct the relevant committee to draft a report similar to the one on 
"Gökçeada (Imbros) and Bozcaada (Tenedos): preserving the bicultural character of the two Turkish islands 
as a model for co-operation between Turkey and Greece in the interest of the people concerned". 
 
Signed (see overleaf) 
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Signed 1: 
 
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC 
van der BELLEN Alexander, Austria, NR 
BOSWELL Tim, United Kingdom, EDG 
Van den BRANDE Luc, Belgium, EPP/CD 
ÇAVUŞOĞLU Mevlüt, Turkey, EDG 
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC 
KELEŞ Birgen, Turkey, SOC 
KESKIN Hakki, Germany, UEL 
KOÇ Haluk, Turkey, SOC 
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD 
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL 
MacSHANE Denis, United Kingdom, SOC 
MARTY Dick, Switzerland, ALDE 
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC 
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD 
TÜRKEŞ Tuğrul, Turkey, EDG 
TÜRKÖNE Özlem, Turkey, EPP/CD 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                      
1   EPP/CD: Group of the European People’s Party 
 SOC: Socialist Group  
 EDG: European Democratic Group 
 ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 
 UEL: Group of the Unified European Left 
 NR: not registered in a group 


